
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  19-1 

Dialogue: “You are so strange!” 
Grammar: Another use of какђй 
 2nd conjugation: V+V truncation and 

consonant mutation 
 The Infinitive 

-  Forming the Infinitive 
-  Uses

  
Диалђг 

 
 

КакЌя ты стрЌнная!          You are so strange! 
 
ЛЎна: 1  

2 
Какђй ты лeнЏвый!  Ты вeсь дeнь сидЏшь и 
смђтришь тeлeвЏзор. 

You are so lazy!  You sit and watch TV all day. 

ПЎтя: 3  
4  
5 

Ну и что?  Сижѓ, смотрї тeлeвЏзор.  Я люблї 
сидЎть и смотрЎть тeлeвЏзор.  А что нЌдо 
дЎлать? 

So what?  I’m sitting and watching TV.  I like to 
sit and watch TV.  So what should (I) do? 

ЛЎна: 6  
7 

Я нe знЌю.  ЗанимЌться, рабђтать, читЌть, 
готђвить обЎд. 

I don’t know.  (You ought to) study, work, read, 
cook (prepare) dinner. 

ПЎтя: 8  
9 

Но ты знЌeшь, что я ђчeнь плђхо готђвлю.  А ты 
что дЎлаeшь? 

But you know that I can’t cook (= I cook very 
poorly).  And what are you doing? 

ЛЎна: 10  
11 

Я?  Я глЌжу брїки.  Я ђчeнь люблї глЌдить 
брїки. 

Me?  I’m ironing (my) pants.  I really like to 
iron pants. 

ПЎтя: 12 Да, я вЏжу.  КакЌя ты стрЌнная! Yes, I see (that).  You are so strange! 

 

СловЌрь 
 

1 лeнЏвый lazy 

1 вeсь дeнь all day  (Learn this as a fixed phrase for now.) 

1 сидЎ+ sit; be in a sitting position (as opposed to sitting down) 

3 люб и× 
+ like; love 

4 нЌдо (one; you) has to; ought to; must 

6 занимЌй+…ся study  (We’ll discuss the …ся later on.)  This verb means spend time studying, 
(reading, doing homework, etc.) and never takes a direct object like учи×+ does  

7 готђви+ prepare; make; cook 

7 обЎд dinner 

8 но but, however 

10 глЌди+ iron 

10 брїки pants (always plural) 

12 вЏде+ see 

12 стрЌнный strange 
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19.А Another Use of Какђй 
 какђй ты ленЏвый (1); какЌя ты стрЌнная! (12) 
 
In addition to the uses illustrated in Lesson 15, какђй is used to constructions such as You are so [adjective]! He 
is such a [Noun}!  The structure is shown below.  Note that both какђй and the adjective agree in gender and 
number with the PERSON (the subject).  If you add another noun after the adjective, какђй and the adjective will 
agree with the NOUN.  (Lit: How kind he is – the difference between this and такой) 
 
 

   КАКІЙ        +      PERSON    +    ADJECTIVE (& NOUN)  

 Какђй   он  дђбрый! He is so kind! 

              agreement with person  
 КакЌя   МЌша  стрЌнная! Masha is so strange! 

              agreement with person  

 КакЏе   онЏ  ленЏвые! They are so lazy! 

              agreement with person  

 Какђй   Ільга  отлЏчный врач! 

            agreement with noun 

Olga is such an excellent doctor! 

 
  Make comments about people according to the prompt: 
 
Example: Волђдя (kind) ➯ Какђй Волђдя дђбрый! 
 
1. ты (F) (kind) 2. он (old) 3. онЏ (lazy) 

4. вы (attractive) 5. НЏна (smart: ѓмный) 6. ГЎна (excellent student 
студЎнт) 

7. я (kind person) 8. он (bad student) 9. мы (good students) 
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19.Б 2nd-Conjugation: : V/+V Truncation and Consonant Mutation 
 
Some consonants in a verb stem cannot take the shock of seeing their vowel neighbor to the right 
unceremoniously lopped off by the vowel from the ending.  Being paired up with the 1st person ending -{U} just 
adds insult to injury and the stem consonant MUTATES into another consonant. 
 
1. Add the я-form Present Tense ending -{U} to 

the verb stem. (Because of the V/ + V 
combination that results, vowel truncation 
occurs as expected): 

 
 
 
 вЏдe+ {U}  
 
2. The consonant that is now at the end  

of the stem undergoes mutation: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 вЏд+ {U} 
 

 
 
 вЏж+ {U}    вЏжу 
 
 
This mutation occurs only in the я-form.  When any other ending is added, no such mutation occurs: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
вЏдe+ {I}шь /{A}т 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 вЏд+ {I}шь /{A}т   вЏдишь, вЏдят 
 
 
English also has consonant mutation, but we don’t normally represent it in spelling.  If you say ‘did you’ at 
normal conversational speed, most likely it comes out ‘didja,’ where [d] mutates to [j].  The same sort of thing 
happens with ‘got you!,’ which can even be spelled ‘gotcha!’ ([t] mutates to [ch]).  English also has [d]  [zh] 
mutation in pairs like decide  decision, collide  collision, etc. 

Hey, stem vowel, отвяжЏсь!  You’re 
no longer needed.  I’m the head 
vowel in charge now! 

Oh, the agony!  E and I were so 
close.  I can’t take this.  I’m 
mutating.  What a world!  Ahhhhh!!! 

Hey {I}, {A}, you’re not so 
bad.  I think I’ll stick around. 

 Yo, stem 
vowel, 
scram!



19-й урок Граммáтика 

 19-4 

Here are the mutations we’ve seen so far: 
 

MUTATION EXAMPLE: 
2nd conj., Present 1sg only 

NO MUTATION: 
Remaining Present Tense 

д  ж 
вЏде/ +{U}  вЏжу 

сидЎ/ +{U}   сижѓ 

глЌд и/ +{U}  глЌжу 

вЏдишь … вЏдят 

сидЏшь … сидјт 

глЌдишь … глЌдят 

 
For consonants that are formed with the lips (known as the Labials), instead of changing into a different 
consonant, an ль is added before the я-form ending is attached.  So far we’re seen the following stems with labial 
mutations: 
 

б  бл люб×и/ +{U}  люблї лїбишь … лїбят 

в  вл готђви/ +{U}  готђвлю готђвишь … готђвят 
 
We'll see two more labial consonants (м and п) fairly soon. 
 

 Question: Why didn’t we see consonant mutation last lesson with лeжЌ/ +{U} and     
смотр×е/ +{U}?  Don’t these consonants mutate? 

 Answer: Not every consonant CAN mutate.  The consonants р and й don’t mutate.  As 
for Жа-Жа verbs, the final stem consonant ALREADY is mutated, and once 
you mutate, you don’t feel like doing it again.  

 
 

NON-MUTATING 
CONSONANTS 

EXAMPLE: 
2ND CONJ., ALL OF PRES. TNS. 

р - doesn’t mutate 
говор Џ/ +{U}е/  говорї  (as well as говорЏшь … говорјт)  

смотр×е/ +{U}   смотрї  (as well as смђтришь … смђтрят) 

й - doesn’t mutate стој+{U}  стої  (as well as стоЏшь … стојт) 

ж - already mutated 
леж Ќ/ +{U}  лежѓ  (as well as лежЏшь … лежЌт) 

держ а×/ + +{U}  держѓ  (as well as дЎржишь … дЎржат) 
ч - already mutated уч× и/ +{U}   учѓ  (as well as ѓчишь … ѓчат) 

 
  Listen and repeat.  There are several new verbs, but they work exactly like similar verbs you 

know: 
 
Example: лови×  +  (catch) ➯ я ловлї, ты лђвишь, он лђвит, мы лђвим, вы лђвитe, онЏ лђвят 
  вЏдe+  ➯ я вЏжу, ты вЏдишь, он вЏдит, мы вЏдим, вы вЏдитe, онЏ вЏдят 
 
1. готђви+ 2. дар и×  +  (give a gift) 3. получ и×  +  (receive) 4. вЏдe+ 

5. обЏдe+  (offend) 6. нeнавЏдe+  (hate) 7. грЌби+  (rob) 8. кричЌ+ (yell) 

9. вод и×  +  (lead) 10. остЌви+  (leave) 11. мЎри+  measure 12. звонЏ+  (phone) 
н doesn’t mutate! 
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 Chameleon: 
 
Example: Что … дЎлай+  (МЌша, онЏ, кур и×+)  ➯  Что дЎлаeт МЌша?, Что онЏ дЎлают?, ОнЏ кѓрят. 
 
Start with готђви+  обЎд 
 
1. он 2. я 3. мы 4. глЌди+ брїки 5. МЌша 

6. ты 7. онЏ 8. пьй+΄ винђ 9. я 10. мы 

11. вы 12. ГЎна 13. ты 14. сидЎ+ на дивЌне 15. НЏна 
16. я 17. мы 18. всё вЏде+ 19. онЏ 20. я 
21. ты 22. стој+ на 

балкђне 
23. Іля 24. я 25. ты 

26. онЏ 27. уч и×+ рѓсский 
язѕк 

28. я 29. вы 30. мој сестрЌ 

 
 
 
 

19.В The Infinitive 
 рабђтать; сидЎть; готђвить  
 
19.В.1  Forming the Infinitive 
 
The most common Infinitive ending is  -ть.   
 
This ending, along with the Past Tense endings (-л, -ла, -ло, -ли), begin in a consonant, so let’s see how to add a 
consonant ending to a verb stem: 
 
Taking what we’ve seen with the Present Tense, where V+C combines harmoniously, while V+V causes havoc, 
we can now make a more general statement about attaching endings to stem: 
 

Opposites Attract (and combine harmoniously), Likes Repel (leading to truncation – and possible mutation) 
 

OPPOSITES ATTRACT: C+V, V+C 
(and combine peacefully) 

LIKES REPEL: V/ +V, C/ +C 
(leading to truncation – and possibly mutation) 

Vowel endings (e.g., nouns and adjective endings; Present Tense verb endings) 
читЌй+{U}т читЌют жив+{U}т живѓт 
брїк+{I} брїки балкђн+{E} балкђне 
нЌш+{A} нЌша вЌш+{O} вЌше 
ленЏв+{I}й ленЏвый срЎднь+{A}я срЎдняя 

сидЎ/ +{U}  сижѓ 
люб×и/ +{U} люблї 
лeжá/ +{I}т лeжЏт 
уч× и/ +{A}т ѓчат 

Consonant endings (e.g., Infinitive ending –ть.  We’ll discuss the Past Tense shortly) 
говорЏ+ ть говорЏть 
сидЎ+ ть сидЎть 
лeжЌ+ ть лeжЌть 
кур и×+ ть курЏть (no stress shift in the Infinitive) 

понимЌ й/ + ть  понимЌть 
читЌй/ + ть  читЌть 
жив/ + ть  жить 
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 Question: What about the Infinitive for ид+΄ go ?  Is it ить?  How about пьй+΄?  What 

could the Infinitive of that verb be? 

 Answer: You know, you ask a lot of questions.  No, the Infinitive of the stem ид+ is not 
ить, but that’s a good guess, it’s идтЏ.  (Don’t ask; just memorize it for now). 
The Infinitive of verb types like пьй+΄ and пой+΄ are also forms we don’t 
expect.  We won’t tell you what they are right now.  We’ll keep you in 
suspense until the next lesson. 

 
 
 
19.В.3   Uses of the Infinitive 
 
Infinitives are normally translated as to talk, to understand, etc., and generally appear in the same environment as 
they would in English: 
 

Я люблї смотрЎть тeлeвЏзор. I like to watch TV. 

НЌдо занимЌться. (You) have to study / (You) must study* 
 
*Note that when the word must is used, you lose the to in English: You must study.  This isn’t an issue in Russian, 
where the Infinitive is a single word. 
 
  Form an Infinitive as in the example 
 
Example: читай+     ➯     Я люблї читЌть 
 
 
1. говорЏ+ 2. смотр е×+  тeлeвЏзор 3. готђви+ 4. глЌди+  брїки 

5. спЌ+  (sleep) 6. уч и×+  рѓсскиe словЌ 7. рабђтай+ 8. дЎлай+  домЌшнee 
задЌниe 

9. лeжЌ+  на дивЌнe 10. стој+ 11. кур и×+ 12. игрЌй+  (play) 

13. читЌй+ 14. лeтЌй+  (fly) 15. гулјй+  (stroll) 16. слѓшай+  рЌдио 
 
 
  Chameleon (Keep the Present Tense of люби×+ as a constant): 
 
Example: МЌша лїбит читЌть (готђви+, я) ➯ МЌша лїбит готђвить; Я люблї готђвить 
 
 
Start with: МЏша лїбит курЏть. 
 
1. я 2. вы 3. дЎлай+  домЌшнee 

задЌниe 
4. мы 

5. ВЌня 6. моЏ брЌтья 7. глЌди+  брїки 8. я 
9. моЏ сёстры 10. смотре× + тeлeвЏзор 11. он 12. я 
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 Exercise 1 Fill in this verb table: 
 

 вЏдe+ люби× 
+ готђви+ дeржа×+ 

Infin. 
 
 

   

я 
 
 

   

ты 
 
 

   

ЖЎня 
 
 

   

мы 
 
 

   

вы 
 
 

   

онЏ 
 
 

   

 
 

 Exercise 2   Fill in this verb table: 
 
 

 дѓмай+ плыв+΄ пђмни+ лов и× + 

Infin. 
 
 

   

я 
 
 

   

ты 
 
 

   

ЖЎня 
 
 

   

мы 
 
 

   

вы 
 
 

   

онЏ 
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 Exercise 3 List 3 things you like or don’t like to do.  Then list 3 things that a sibling or parent 
likes or doesn’t like to do.  Do not use the verbs drink, sing, dance – they each 
have a nasty infinitive form. 

 
Example: Я люблї говорЏть по-рѓсски. 
  Мой млЌдший брат нe лїбит занимЌться. 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 


