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Dialogue: “Are your brothers home?” 
Grammar: 2nd conjugation: Present Tense 
 -  When combining stem + ending 

results in truncation 
 -  Verb classes: -и+, -e+, Жа-Жа+ 
 -  2nd conjugation and stress 
 Expressions with languages  

Диалђг 
ТвоЏ брЌтья дђма?          Are your brothers (at) home? 

КЌтя: 1 ТвоЏ брЌтья дђма?  Что онЏ дЎлают? Are your brothers (at) home?  What are they 
doing? 

Лёня: 2  
3 

ДЏма смђтрит тeлeвЏзор, а НикЏта и егђ 
подрѓга ВЌря стојт на балкђнe и кѓрят. 

Dima is watching TV, and Nikita and his 
girlfriend Varya are standing on the balcony and 
smoking. 

КЌтя: 4 А ты что дЎлаeшь? And what are you doing? 

Лёня: 5  
6 

Я?  Ничeгђ осђбeнного.  Я учѓ китЌйские 
словЌ.  В шкђле мы ѓчим китЌйский язѕк. 

Me?  Nothing special. I’m studying Chinese 
vocabulary (= words).  At school we’re 
studying Chinese. 

КЌтя: 7 Ты ѓчишь китЌйский?  Ничeгђ сeбЎ! You’re studying Chinese?  Wow! 

Лёня: 8 А вы говорЏтe по-китЌйски?  Do you speak Chinese? 

КЌтя: 9  
10 

Нeт, я чуть-чѓть говорї по-францѓзски и 
неплђхо знЌю испЌнский. 

No, I speak a little bit of French and I know 
Spanish fairly well. 

 

СловЌрь 
 
2 смотр е× 

+ watch 

2 тeлeвЏзор TV 

2 подрѓга girlfriend 

3 стој+ stand 

3 балкђн balcony 

3 кур и× 
+ smoke 

3 уч и× 
+ study; learn  (We saw: Он ѓчится в ПрЏнстоне He studies at Princeton) 

3 китЌйский Chinese (adj) 

6 сло×во  (Plural словЌ) word 

6 шкђла school 

6 язык΄ language; tongue   (We saw the Phrase: курс рѓсского языкЌ Russian (language) 
course.) 

8 говорЏ+ speak; talk (We saw: О чём ты говорЏшь?  What are you talking about?) 

9 чуть-чѓть a little bit; just a bit 

9 францѓзский French (adj.)  (See grammar explanation concerning the form по-францѓзски.) 

10 знЌй+ know 

10 испЌнский Spanish (adj) 
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18.А  Present Tense 2nd-Conjugation (Guitar) Verbs 
 

18.А.1  When combining stem + ending results in truncation of final letter of stem 

Before we look at the Present Tense endings for the 2nd-conjugation (Guitar) verbs (the last two lessons covered 
just 1st-conjugation Up-to-Snuff verbs), let’s look a little more at how endings are added to stems.  Thus far (with 
all nouns, adjectives, and 1st-conjugation verbs) we have seen “basic addition”: everywhere we have simply added 
the endings – all of which have begun with a vowel – to the stems – all of which, so far, have ended with a 
consonant.  In other words, the combination C + V is a ‘harmonious’ one: 
 
 
 
 
 

C + V  Æ harmony: нЌш + -{A} Æ нЌша 
плох΄ + -{O}e Æ плохђe  
жив+΄ + -{U} Æ живѓ 
дЎлай+ + -ь{O}т Æ дЎлает 
ид+΄ -ь{O}м Æ идём 

 
But what happens if the stem ends in a vowel, i.e. (V + V)?  Here you get TRUNCATION, where the stem vowel 
is replaced, kicked out, 86ed, tossed by the vowel in the ending. 

 
 
 
 

V/  + V Æ chaos: лeжа/ + + -{U} Æ лeжѓ 
       смотр× е/ +  + -{I}т Æ смђтрит 
       уч×и/ + + -{A}т  Æ ѓчат 
 
Why are we bringing this up here?  Because all the stems of the 2nd conjugation (Guitar) verbs end in a vowel.  So, 
when these stems combine with endings beginning with a vowel, V/  + V truncation will occur throughout the 
Present Tense. 
 
18.А.2   2nd-Conjugation (Guitar) Endings 

Recall that we dubbed the 1st-conjugation endings Up-to-Snuff because the vowels found in the endings follow 
the pattern {U} (идѓ) {O} (идёшь, идёт, идём, идёте) {U} (идѓт).  To help you remember the vowel sequence 
for the 2nd-conjugation, we suggest you think of Guitar, because, as you might expect, the pattern is {U}-{I}-{A}. 
 

Present Tense endings, 2nd conjugation  
 

SINGULAR PLURAL 
 1st (я) -{U}  1st (мы) -{I}м 

 2nd (ты) -{I}шь  2nd (вы) -{I}те 

 3rd (он/онЌ/онђ) -{I}т  3rd (онЏ) -{A}т 
 
Note that the endings are quite similar to 1st conjugation – only the vowels are different (but not in the я form). 

…and stay out! 

This could be the beginning of 
a beautiful relationship. 

Beat it! 
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18.А.3   2nd conjugation  (Guitar) verb classes:  -и+, -e+, -Жа-Жа+ 
 
There are only three types of 2nd-conjugation (Guitar) verbs (based on the final letter(s) of the stem): 
 
1) -и+, e.g., кури× 

+ (i.e., the final letter of the stem is и) 
2) -e+, e.g., смотре× 

+ (i.e., the final letter of the stem is е) 

3) Жа+ (where ‘Ж’ stands for any of the permanently hard or soft consonants ‘ж, ш, ч, щ, й’1), e.g., лeжЌ+, 
слѕша+ listen, кричЌ+ shout, пищЌ+ squeal, стој+ (remember: й{A} is spelled я).  We’ll refer to this group 
as ‘Жа-Жа+ verbs’.  Every other verb class besides -и+, -e+, Жа-Жа+ is 1st-conjugation. 

 
We have already seen the following 2nd-conjugation (Guitar) verbs: 
 

-и+ verbs -e+ verbs -Жа-Жа+ verbs 
кур и× 

+   smoke 
говорЏ+   talk; speak 
уч и× 

+  study; learn 

смотр е× 
+   look 

вЏдe+   see 
сидЎ+   sit; be in a sitting position  

лeжЌ+   lie; be in a lying position 
стој+   stand; be in a standing position 
 

 
 Question: I still don’t see how you can determine the stem.  The forms you’ve listed 

above don’t appear in any dictionary, what with the crazy ‘+’ and the like. 

 Answer: Just trust us.  Yes, the form смотре×+ is not found in a dictionary, but it is OUR 
form, from which you’ll be able to predict every other form of the that verb.  A 
little later on we’ll talk about dictionary forms and why they are inferior. 

 
 

Present Tense, 2nd Conjugation (Guitar) Verbs 
(Note truncation due to the V/ +V combination) 

 
PERSON / NUMBER STEM ENDING WORD 

1sg я 
смотр×е/ + 
леж а/ + 
уч×и/ + 

-{U} 
смотр⌦ 
лежѓ 
учѓ 

2sg ты 
смотр×е/ + 
леж а/ + 
учи×/ + 

-{I}шь 
смђтришь 
лежЏшь 
ѓчишь 

3sg он/онЌ/ 
онђ 

смотр×е/ + 
леж а/ + 
учи×/ + 

-{I}т 
смђтрит 
лежЏт 
ѓчит 

1pl мы 
смотр×е/ + 
леж а/ + 
учи×/ + 

-{I}м 
смђтрим 
лежЏм 
ѓчим 

2pl вы 
смотр×е/ + 
леж а/ + 
учи×/ + 

-{I}тe 
смђтрите 
лежЏте 
ѓчите 

3pl онЏ 
смотре/ + 
леж а/ + 
учие/ + 

-{A}т 
смђтрят 
лежЌт 
ѓчат 

                                                 
1 There is only 1 verb in -ца+, but it’s obscene. 
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) IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT 2nd CONJUGATION: Remember that the онЏ-form ending 
for the 2nd-conjugation (Guitar) is -{A}т: смђтрят, лежЌт, готђвят.  Do NOT attempt to use 
the 1st conjugation -{U}т (as many Russian students tend to do by mistake).  A Russian 
standing near by is likely to short circuit. 

 
 
18.А.4  2nd-Conjugation (Guitar) Verbs and Stress 
 
The 1st-conjugation verbs we’ve learned so far (Lessons 16 and 17) all have fixed stress in the Present Tense.  2nd 
-conjugation verbs can also have fixed stress.  Stress can be fixed on any syllable of the verb: вЏде+ = always 1st 
syllable: вЏжу, вЏдишь, … вЏдят; говорЏ+ = always last syllable: говорї, говорЏшь, … говорјт2, etc. 
 
However, some 2nd-conjugation verbs have shifting stress in the Present Tense.  Don’t get stressed: the shifting 
pattern is always the same: from the ending in the 1st person singular (я-form) to the stem in all other forms.  As 
with nouns, we will indicate shifting stress with the symbol × above the end syllable: смотре×  + = смотрї, 
смђтришь, ... смђтрят.  On your verb index cards, DON’T FORGET to include stress pattern. 
 

 FIXED STRESS  SHIFTING STRESS 
  слѕша+   говорЏ+   смотр е× +  

 слѕш у  говор ї   смотр ї  
 слѕш ишь  говор Џшь   смђтр ишь  
 слѕш ит  говор Џт   смђтр ит  
 слѕш им  говор Џм   смђтр им  
 слѕш ите  говор Џте   смђтр ите  
 слѕш aт  говор јт   смђтр ят  

 
  Listen and repeat: 
 
Example: кур и×+   ➯    я курї, ты кѓришь, онЌ кѓрит, мы кѓрим, вы кѓритe, онЏ кѓрят 
  стој+   ➯    я стої, ты стоЏшь, онЌ стоЏт, мы стоЏм, вы стоЏтe, онЏ стојт 
 
 
1. говорЏ+ 2. лeжЌ+ 3. учи× 

+ 4. кричЌ+ (shout) 

5. кури×+ 6. молчЌ+ (be silent) 7. смотре× + 8. вЎри+ (believe) 
9. чин и×+ (repair) 10. дeржа×+ (hold) 11. пђмни+ (remember) 12. рeшЏ+ (decide) 
 
  Produce the form that is called for on the recording (Another long, but very important exercise): 
 
Example: стој+ на балкђнe (мы, онЏ, etc.)    ➯   мы стоЏм на балкђне, онЏ стојт на балкђне.., etc. 
 
1. говорЏ+ по-рѓсски  (я, онЌ, мы, ты, вы, eгђ млЌдший брат, их родЏтeли, Ђнна Львђвна) 

2. лeжЌ+ на дивЌнe  (мы, вы, мој сeстрЌ, нЌши дЎти, я, ты, Ѕрины родЏтeли, Њрий Ћковлeвич) 

3. уч и×+ словЌ  (я, МЏшина сeстрЌ, мы, онЏ, вы, ты, Сђнина дочь, ВЎра ПЌвловна) 

                                                 
2  Technically, stress in verbs like говорЏ+ is still on the stem, since the ‘и’ is still part of the stem.  But remember, this 

stem vowel gets cut when the verb endings are added.  The result is that the stress winds up being on the ending after all: 
говорЏ/ + + -{U} Æ говорї. 
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4. смотре×  + тeлeвЏзор  (я, ты, мы, вы, КЌтин брат, моЏ сёстры, я, БорЏс Петрђвич) 

5. нe пђмни+  (ты, я, вЌши родЏтeли, вы, мы, онЏ, ГалЏна ИвЌновна, их млЌдший брат) 

6. кричЌ+  (ты, мы, вы, я, Лeв НиколЌeвич, онЏ, eё стЌршая сeстрЌ, НатЌлия МихЌйловна) 

7. кур и×+  (вы, мы, я, Ільга ПЌвловна, онЏ, ты, Пётр Њрьевич, eгђ родЏтeли) 
8. молчЌ+ (Бђря, мы, онЏ, вы, ты, мой брат, ГрЏшин сын, я) 
 
 
  The “Chameleon”: Keep changing the phrase using each newly given word.  Sometimes the 

subject will change, sometimes the verb).  As you will hear on the recording, word order is 
flexible in Russian.  Your answer is not “wrong” if the order does not match the recording. 

 
Example:   Что … дЎлай+  (МЌша, онЏ, кур и×+)  ➯  Что дЎлаeт МЌша? Æ Что онЏ дЎлают? Æ ОнЏ кѓрят. 
 
Start with Что … дЎлай+ ? 
 
1. я 2. вы 3. мы 4. смотр е×+ 

тeлeвЏзор 
5. онЏ 

6. ты 7. ВЎра 8. читЌй+ журнЌл 9. мы 10. её брат 
11. я 12. кури×+ 13. вы 14. ГЎна 15. мы 

16. ты 17. ид+΄ в кинђ 18. онЏ 19. мы 20. я 
21. пьй+ винђ 22. он 23. мы 24. пой+΄ рѓсскиe 

пЎсни 
25. онЏ 

26. я 27. ГЌля 28. говорЏ+  
 по-францѓзски 

29. я 30. онЏ 

 
 

18.Б  Talking About Languages 
 Вы говорЏтe по-рѓсски? (8) 
 
Back in Lesson 7 the poor café worker said: я плђхо понимЌю по-рѓсски I don’t understand Russian well.  
With the verbs говорЏ+ speak, читЌй+ read, понимЌй+ understand you need that little по-  (don’t forget to 
write the dash; lots of students do), to which you add the name of the language (the adjective minus the final -й):  
 

With говорЏ+, читЌй+, понимЌй+: по-Xки 
 

ADJECTIVE ADD ПО- & REMOVE -Й USE WITH ПОНИМЂЙ+, ЧИТЂЙ+, ГОВОРЅ+ 
англЏйский   English по-англЏйски   in English говорЏ+ по-англЏйски  speak English 

рѓсский   Russian по-рѓсски   in Russian читЌй+ по-рѓсски  read Russian 

францѓзский   French по-францѓзски   in French понимЌй+ по-францѓзски  understand French 

испЌнский   Spanish по-испЌнски   in Spanish говорЏ+ по-испЌнски  speak Spanish 

китЌйский  Chinese по-китЌйски  in Chinese читЌй+ по-китЌйски  read Chinese 

немЎцкий  German по-немЎцки  in German понимЌй+ по-немЎцки  understand German 
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For the verbs уч и×+ study; learn and знЌй+ know, however, you simply leave the language adjective as is 
(including the final й) and optionally add the noun язѕк language.   
 
 

With учи×+, знЌй+: Xкий язѕк 
 

ADJECTIVE ADD ЯЗЈК (OPTIONAL) USE WITH УЧИ
×
+, ЗНЂЙ+ 

англЏйский  English англЏйский (язѕк) English (language)  уч и×+ англЏйский (язѕк) study; learn English 

рѓсский  Russian рѓсский (язѕк) Russian( language)  знЌй+ рѓсский (язѕк) know Russian 

францѓзский  French францѓзский (язѕк) French (language)  уч и×+ францѓзский (язѕк) study; learn French 

испЌнский  Spanish испЌнский (язѕк) Spanish (language)  знЌй+ испЌнский (язѕк) know Spanish 

китЌйский  Chinese китЌйский (язѕк) Chinese (language)  уч и×+ китЌйский (язѕк) study; learn Chinese 

немЎцкий  German немЎцкий (язѕк) German language  знЌй+ немЎцкий (язѕк) study; learn German 

 
 
 

 Transform the sentence as in the example: 
 
Example: ДЌша / хорошђ говорЏ+ / French ➯  ДЌша хорошђ говорЏт по-францѓзски. 
  ПЎтя / уч и×+ / English    ➯ ПЎтя ѓчит англЏйский язѕк. 
 
 
1. Я / нe понимЌй+ / Spanish 2. ВЌдик  / читЌй+  /Russian 3. Ѕнна  / нe говорЏ+ / English 

4. Ты / знЌй+ / Russian? 5. Вы  / говорЏ+ / French? 6. Мы / уч и×+ / Russian 

7. Љти дЎвушки / плђхо 
понимЌй+ / English 

8. Егђ дЎти / уч и×+ / Chinese 9. Я / хорошђ говорЏ+ / German 
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" Exercise 1   What are the 3 types of 2nd conjugation (Guitar) verbs?  Give an example of each. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
" Exercise 2  Fill in this 2nd-conjugation (Guitar) verb table just as you did for the 1st 

 conjugation: 
 
 

 говорЏ+ смотре×+ стој+ учи×+ лeжЌ+ 

я 
 

 
    

ты 
 

 
    

СЌша 
 

 
    

мы 
 

 
    

вы 
 

 
    

онЏ 
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" Exercise 3    Answer the questions as truthfully as if you wish: 
 
Example: Вы говорЏтe по-францѓзсцки?     ➯  Да, я хорошђ говорї по-францѓзски. 
       or: Нeт, я нe говорю по-францѓзски. 
       or: Я понимаї по-францѓзски, но я нe говорї. 
 
1. Ваш брат (Џли вЌша сeстрЌ) говорЏт по-испЌнски? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. КакЏе языкЏ вы учЏли в шкђле? (Keep the verb in the Past:  Masculine Ending -л / Feminine -ла) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ВЌши родЏтeли читЌют по-англЏйски? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Вы говорЏтe по-рѓсски? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   " Exercise 4    Put in a verb that makes sense: 
 
 
1. Что ты  ________________________ ?  Я  ____________________________  журнЌл. 

2. МЏша  ___________________________  на балкђнe и  _______________________________ . 

3. Мы  __________________________  рѓсскиe словЌ. 

4. Лёня  _________________________  пЏво и  _______________________  рѓсскиe пЎсни.  

5. Ой, головЌ  _________________________ , ѓши  __________________________________! 

 
 


