COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

B&ijfng Daxué Tuishiguln
(The Library of Beijing University)

An American student (A) is trying to find out from the librarian
~(B) how to use the library.

. Prame 1

A: WS ydo hudn sha, y& ydo
jié shu.

B: QIng nl d&ngyid&ng. (He
indicates another patron.)
Ta xi&n daode.

(After a while, showing a book)

I want to return some books
and also borrow some books.

Please wait a moment. He was
here first (he arrived first).

3| A: Zhéib&n shfl shi biérén This book was borrowed by some-
jiéde. Xi3dnzdi wd ti t3 one else. I have brought it
daihuflai hudng&i nimen. back on his behalf, to turn it

in.

4 B: Fangzai zhér ba. 2Zhé shi Put it here. 1Is this the firs
ni diyfci dao zhér 14i jie - time you've come here to borro
sh ma? . books?

5| a: Shide. That's right (Yes).

Notes:

1 Hu&n "return” and hudng&€i "return to" can take one indirect

object and one direct object. Examples:

s v Ind-0 D-0
QIing nI hudn(g&i) wd giin.
WS yao hudn t3 shil.

Please pay me back the money"
(you borrowed).

I want to return him the book
(I borrowed).

1,3,4 Jié means both "borrow"” and "lend" unless the following

pattern

- & @ gén * 0@ jié
WS g&n Zhang Xs. jiéle
wib3di kuai qgién.

is used to clarify the situation:

borrow fromr
I borrowed $500.00 from Mr.
Zhang.
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... jidg&i ... ' lend to

Zuétian 2Zhang Xs. jiégéi Yesterday Mr. Zhang lent me
wd wiibdi kudi gi&n. $500.00.

Notes:

6&7 Verbs compounded with motion and direction: -14i and -gu are
used as verbal suffixes. The sentence generally does not need a
Place Word because -1l4i has an implied "here," and -gl has an
implied "there," or destination understood. Examples:

ndxialdi bring it down here
fanghuiqu put ‘it back there
zdujinqu go (walk) in there
zdushangqu walk up (there, away from the
~ speaker)
zdushanglai walk up (here, toward the
speaker)
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9 Verbal suffixes can also conjoin Place Words. Examples:

binéng nidchigi cannot take it out
bunéng néchi tdshdguin g cannot take it out of the
library
ndchl zhéige fdngjidn qu take it out of this room
zduchl zhéige 1l6u gl walk out of this building
Frame 3

Notes:

13814 The b3 pattern needs a complement after the main verb.
There are several possibilities. Examples:

1. -le
Ta b3 gich& maile. He sold the car.

2. Verb compounded with -14i or -gu

QIng nI b3 wdde hui xi&- Please write down my words.

xialai. '

WO xidng b3 zhéige cai I want to eat (swallow down
chIxiaqu. into my stomach) this dish.

3. Number-Measure

Ba di érshis3n ké zai Read Lesson 23 three more
kan sanbian. times.
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Frame 4

B: Duibugi, nI shduli néixis&
chtde ddngxi, bukéyi ndjin
tishGguin 1l4i. _

16

A: Buishi wdde. Gangcdi wd
kanjian zheéixiZ ddngxi fang-
zai dixia, suéyi nédqgilai,
yao jidogéi nli.

17

(A hands over the food to B)

Excuse me (I am sorry). Those
edibles in your hand cannot be
brought into the library.

They 're not mine. Just now, I
saw these things (placed) on
the floor, so I picked them up
to hand over to you.

Go and look for

18/ B: O! Xiéxie, gu zh3o shf ba. Oh, thank you.
lthe books.

19| A: H3o. Yihulr jian. Okay. See you later.

20| B: Yihulr jian. See you later.

Notes:

16 Another example illustrating splitting the verbal suffix
and inserting tdshuguln, "library.” .

bikéyi ndjin tdshlgudn 14&i.

cannot be brought into the
library.
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