Yifeng xin (A letter)

An American student studying Chinese in Washington, D.C.
writes a letter to his friend, asking him to correct a diary
entry written in Chinese which he encloses. The diary tells
about a movie reception at the Chinese Embassy.

Frame 1

3 Zhéizhdng yGEX wS h&i - I haven't yet grasped
zhéngwbdeibf hio. '”-”wv‘wof“g;émgggwt‘ :

Notes:

1l Direct address to the recipient of a letter. There are
several ways to address the recipient of a letter:

(1) To an ordinary friend
| By given name: Dawéi (David):
M3li (Mary):
Yug&han (John):
(2) To a teacher

By Last name: T&n L3osht:
Mr. Tan:
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LESSON 21 COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

2 Resultative Verb Compounds (RV) shdudaole, "received.” In
Chinese, Resultative Verb (RV) compounds consist of two verbs.
The first verb is the action and the second is the result or
extension of the action of the first verb. For instance: kan,
"to read" is the first verb, and d45ng, "to understand" is the
second verb. The RV compound is kanddng, "read and understand.™”
However, in an actual situation there are two possibilities; one
is the positive result and the other the negative result. The
compounds are: ‘

Actual-Positive: kanddngle (have) read and understood (it)

Actual-Negative: méikanddng (have) read it, but didm't
understand (it)

Logically, one would expect it to be kan-méiddng, "read it -
didn't understand," but in Chinese, méi always negates the entire
compound, méikanddng. Other examples:

Actual-Positive Actual-Negative
shdudaole o méishdudao
(received) (haven't received)
tTngddngle méitIngddng
(heard and understood) (heard but didn't understand)
kanjianle méikanjian
(saw [it]) (didn't see [it])
zudhdole . méizuohdo
(did well, finished) (didn't do well, didn't finish)
chib3ole méichTbio
(ate and was satisfied) (ate but wasn't satisfied)
m3idaole méim3didao
(tried and bought [it]) (tried but couldn't buy [it])

Note: In Chinese, NOT EVERY VERB can be used as the second verb
in RV compounds.

There are four ways to ask a question using a RV compound:

(1) Nin chibdole ma? Have you eaten until satisfied?

(2) Nin méichIbdo ma? Haven't you eaten until satis-
fied?

(3) Nin chtbiole méichfbdo? Have you eaten until satisfied?

(4) Nin chiIbdole méiyou? Have you eaten until satisfied?

3 Gou, "enough" used as an adverb. Examples:

Zhéige zhuozi bigdou da. This table is not large enough.
Nide qidn bugdu dud, ta (If) you haven't sufficient
bdhui xIhuan nI. money, she won't like you.
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LESSON 21 - COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

4 Positional Noun -mian, "side"” can be used in the following
combinations:

shangmian Shangmian néijit hud wd blddng.
(I don't understand the sentence above.)

xiamian Xiamian shi yifeng xin.
(Below is a letter.)

limian LiImian ydu h&n dud rén.
(There are a lot of people inside.)

waimian Waimian h&n h3okan
([It] is very beautiful outside.)

gidnmian Qidnmian shi T4n L3osht.
(iThat's] Mr. Tan in front.)

s 0w

hdumian ~ Houmian ydu rén shui jido.
([There's] someone sleeping behind [us or it].)

5 Idiomatic Expression QIng gdizhéng. "Please correct it for me."

Frame 2

(The Diary)
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LESSON 21 COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Notes:

6 The day of the month in writing is often ri instead of hao.

8 Motion and Direction compounded with -14i and -gui. This was
first introduced in Lesson 13 with huflai, "come back" and huiqu,
"go back."” In this lesson there are more compounds:

shanglai (come up) shanggqu (go up)

xialai (come down) xiaqu (go down)

jinlai (come in) jingqu (go in)

chililai (come out) chiigu (go out) )

Zhér, "here" and né&r, "there" are not needed because they are

an integral part of l4i and gl respectively.

. Frame 3

Notes:

11 sShangléu, "go upstairs™ and xialéu, "go downstairs,” are
treated as verb-object compounds. One can say: shang h&n g3ode
l6u, "go up a very tall building."

12 Léushang, "upstairs" and léuxi3, "downstairs" are treated as
Place Words.

Frame 4
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LESSON 21 COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Frame 4 (Continued)

Notes:

17 Another positional noun ending, ~-biZn can be used in the
following combinations:

shangbi3n(r) above, on top of, on

xXiabian(r) below, under, beneath

1ibi&n(r) inside

waibi&n(r) outside

gidnbian(r) in front _ :

houbian(r) behind, in back of, in the rear
of

Notes:

20 Resultative Verb compound kanwdnle, "viewed the complete film"
(Lit. saw (it) to the end) is the actual-positive case. The
actual-negative case would be méikanwdn, "didn't see (it) to the
end" (i.e. left before the ending).
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LESSON 21 v ' COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Stppose the homework assignment had been to read three books:
Johin reportss

"Xignsheng, shu tai "Sir, there were too many books;
dud, wd méikanwén." I didn't finish reading them."

Margaret reports:

"WS kanwinle." : | "T read them all (finished
assignment)"”

Notes:

23 0ing dud zhljido. Idiomatic expression: "Your advice is ap-
preciated/please comment/give advice."”

24 Zhu. Idiomatic expression: "Wish you."

25 Yigié d5u h3o. Idiomatic expression: "All will be well;
everything will go your way." ‘

26 Name or signature, and date




