COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Yige Lioddng MS6fan - A Model Worker

Zhdo, a worker eager for all kinds of knowledge, likes to
tinker with machines and is always willing to lend his friends
a helping hand. His friends call him XiXo Zhao.

Frame 1
Xi%o Zhao zai yijia zi xingcha Xido Zhao worked in a bicycle
Xxillich3ng gdngzud. repair plant. Although he
(1) T3 suirdn méiydu dudshao hadn't much education; (never-
wénhuad, (2) k&shi ta chdng theless) he often listened to
ting didnt4i guingbd de_ various types of programs
gézhdng jiému, (3) sudyi broadcast on the radio, so his
tade zhishi shifé&n guéngfan. knowledge was extremely broad.
(4) T3 shénme dSu ddng yi- He knew a little about every~
di3nr. thing.
Notes:
(1-2) Suird&n ... k&shi ..."although ... but (nevertheless)." 1In

the sentence Méiyou dudshao wénhud ... k&shi ... "Although he
hadn't much education, (nevertheless) ..." Both suirin "although"

and k&shi "but, nevertheless" are Movable Adverbs. Examples:

Sulrdn nY ai wd, k&shi Although you love me, I don't
wd bdai nt. love you.
Sufrdn nl ai ws, wd "
k&shi bdai nY.
NI sulrdn ai wd, k&shi "
w8 bdai nY.
NI sufrdn ai wd, wd "
k&shi bdai nt.

Question Word as an indefinite in a negative statement. 1In
the sentence, T3 suirdn méiydu dudshao wénhua ... "Although he
hadn't much education ..." the Question Word dubdshao "how much"
here means "some, not much (more than nothing)." Other examples
with other Question Words: ‘

QW in a guestion QW as indefinites in statements
NI ySu dudshao gign? WS méiySu dudshao gi4n.

(How much money do you (I don't have much money.)
have?)

WO méiydu shénme qiin.
(I don't have any money to
speak of.)
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NI y®du jlge péngyou? WS méiydu jige péngyou.
(How many friends do (I don't have many friends.)
you have?)

WS méiyou shénme péngyou.

(I don't have any friends to

speak of.)
Ta h&le jIping jiii? Ta méih& jiping Jjii.
(How many bottles of (He didn't drink very many bot-
wine/liquor did he tles of wine/liquor.)

drink?)
T3 méihe shénme jidi.
(He didn't drink any wine/liquor
to speak of.)

(1) Wénhud "culture". When applied to an individual this refers
to his/her formal education. T3 méiySu dudshao wénhud."He hasn't
much education.™

(3) Shifen conveys the idea of "10 out of 10." Since 10 is con-
sidered the complete number, shif&n signifies 100 percent.

(4) Inclusiveness. A Question Word followed by the adverb dou
indicates inclusiveness. :

Exclusiveness. A Question Word followed by the adverb ddu bu
indicates exclusiveness. Following are sample questions and their
conversions to inclusive or exclusive status.

Question Response
Shéi zhidao n&ijian shi? Shéi ddu zhidao. (inclusive)
(Who knows about that. (Everyone knows.)
affair?)

Shéi ddu buzhidao. (exclusive)
(No one knows about it.)

NI dao n3r qu? WS n3dr ddu qu. (inclusive)
(Where do you go?) (I go everywhere.)
WS n3r ddu biqu. (exclusive)
(I don't go anywhere.)

N8iti&n xing? N&itidn ddu xing. (inclusive)
(Which day will be 0k?) (Any day will be Ok.)
NE8itiin ddu buxing. (exclusive)
(No day will be Ok.)

Nir ySu mai jilde? N&r ddu ySu. (inclusive)
(Where is wine sold?) (It is sold everywhere.)
‘ N&r y&* méiyou. (exclusive)
(There is none anywhere, i.e.,
"dry town")

* In most cases, the negative usage y& can be substituted for dou.
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-Frame 2

Zai t3 neéijia gdngchi3ng, (5)
shéi wén ta weéenti, tZ chabudud
ddu néng huid4.

Sufrdn t& zhiIshi ge zixingch&
xiul¥ching de gdngrén, k&shi
yInwel ta chéngchéng zi jI yén-

In that plant of his, no matter
who asked him a question, he
could almost always give an
answer. Although he was only

a worker in a bicycle repair
plant, because he was always
studying various kinds of ma-
chinery on his own, no matter
what kind of mechanical instal-
lation in the plant suffered a
malfunction (broke down), he
could always help to fix it.

jiu geézhdng jigi, gdngch3ngli
(6) shénme jIxie shébéi chlle
méobing, ta dou néng bangmdng
xinly.
Notes:

(5-6) Emphatic Function of ddu or y&.

When there is 'a Question

Word in the first clause, the adverbs ddu or y& in the second

clause have an emphatic function.

Shéi wén t3 wénti, ta
ddu néng huid4.

Gdngchi3dng shénme jIxie
shébei chile mfobing,
tad ddu néng bangmdng

xiuly.

No matter who asked him a
question, he could almost
always give an answer.

No matter what kind of mechani-
cal equipment in the plant
suffered a malfunction, he
could always help fix it.

Frame 3

(7) Xido Zhao zhéige rén y&
feichdng rédqing. Dudéme nin-
ban de shiqing ta ddu yuanyi
ba3ng biérénde madng. Ydude
shihou (8) lidn yididnr xiun-
xi de gdngfu dou méiySu.

This fellow Xi¥o Zhdo was ex-
traordinarily enthusiastic.

No matter how difficult some-
thing was to accomplish, he
always wanted to help others.
Sometimes he didn't have even
the smallest amount of leisure
time to rest.

Notes:

(7) Apposition.

Both Xid3o Zhdo "Little Zhao" and zh&ige rén

"this fellow” refer to the same person in the sentence XiZ%o zhao
zhe¢ige rén y& feichdng r2dging "This fellow Xido Zhao was extra-

ordinarily enthusiastic."

Other examples:
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WSmen MEigué rén ddu We Americans all like to drink
xThuan h& gishul. soft drinks.

Zhdng S&n néige rén That fellow Zhang knows how to
hui 2zud maimai. do business.

(8) Intensified Exclusiveness pattern. Li&n ... y& or lidn ...
ddu are translated as "even."

WS lidn yifé&n qidn y& I don't even have a penny.

méiyou.
WS lidn yididnr jii I don't even drink a drop of
ddu buh&. wine.
WS lidn yididnr jit I didn't even drink a single
ddu méih&. drop of wine.
Ta lidn yige zi y& He didn't even write one single
méixié&, word.
Frame 4
N8ige rén xUyao yididnr gidn, Whoever needed a little money
ging t3 bangmdng, td 4ddu and asked for (his) help, he
yuanyi bingmidng, k&shi t& zi jI was always willing to help, but
(9) 1li4n yife&n gidn y& blusui- he himself never spent even a
bidn hua. 2Zai neijia xiull- single penny needlessly. 1In
ch3ng ydu h3ojlige fuzé téSnJzhi that plant, quite a number of
don shud t3 shi yige (10) responsible comrades said he
ldoddng Méfan. was a Model Worker.

Notes:

(9) Another example of the Intensified Exclusiveness pattern with
Tidn ... y&. Ta 2i3jY¥ 1idn yifén gidn y& busuibian hud "He him-
self never spent even a single penny needlessly."

(10) Lioddng M6fan "Model Worker."™ To be designated a Model
Worker is a great honor in the People's Republic of China which
holds big ceremonies from time to time to honor Model Workers.
It is called L&o-M6 Dahui (Lao is contraction of Lioddng and M6
of Mé6fan).
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