COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Ting Xinwén Guingbd
(Listening to News Broadcasts)

David (D) and a German frlend Hans (H), converse in Chinese,
which is their only common language. They then listen to a
Chinese news broadcast.

Frame 1

1}y H: QIng jinldi. NI shud shi Please come in. You said you

didn jiu gudlai, z&nme shi-
didnban cdi dao? W3 zhéng
yao gudqu zh3o nI ne.

D: WS gang(gang) yao chiqu,
tingjiln songbaode zai 1léu-
shang shBu gidn. W& shanggqu
g&i ta gidn, sudbyi 141 win le.

H: NI tiantian shang liuge
zhOngtbéu de ké&, wanshang h4i
shangban. Z&nme nIde Zhong-
wén ydu zhéme hdo?

D: Gudjidng, gudjidng. WS
mEitidn dBu_ting xinwén

guangbd. Jintidn wd shangban
yIgidn tlngle yikeé_zhong.
Xiadban yIhdou ydu tingle bange
zhdngtdu.

would come over at ten o'clock.
How come you didn't arrive un-
til after ten thirty? I was
just about to go to look for
you.

I was just about to go out
(when) I heard the newsboy col-
lecting money upstairs. I went
up to give him money, so I came
late (was delayed).

You go to six hours of class
every day and also go to work
in the evening. How is it that
your Chinese is still so good?

You flatter me. I listen to
news broadcasts every day. To-
day I listened for a quarter of

‘an hour before going to work.

After leaving work, I again
listened for half an hour.

Notes:

1 Comparison of the two adverbs jil and cd4i. In the Time When
pattern jil is sooner than expected and c4i is later than ex-
pected. Examples:

He ought to have come at six
o'clock, but he came at five.

Td yingdang liudiZn 14i,
k&shi t& wlididn jiu
ldile.

T& yingdang liudi&n 14i,
k&shi ta qidi&n cdi 14i.

He should have come at six
o'clock, but he didn't show
up until seven.
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1l&2 More verbs with -14i and -gqu. In lesson 13, huilai "to come
back™ and hdiqu "to go back" were introduced. 1In this lesson the
following compounds appear:

gudlai come over (toward the speaker)
gudgqu go over (there)

chilai come out (toward the speaker)
chigu go out

shanglai come up (toward the speaker)
shangqu go up

xialai come down (toward the speaker)
xiaqu go down

This group of 14i and qu compounds is characterized by the
following:

(1) They show motion and direction relative to the speaker.
(2) 3zher or zh2li "here" is not needed with the 1ldi compound.
EX:
Qing nin gudlai. Please come over ‘(here).

(3) N2&r or nali "there" is not needed with the gl compound.

EX:

WS zhéng yao gudqu I was just about to go over
zhdo nI ne. (there) to look for you.

(4) Either 14i or gu can be further compounded with another
verb, such as:

zduchiqu - walk out (away from the speaker)
zSujinlai walk in (toward the speaker)
zduchilai walk out (toward the speaker)

(5)  If needed, a Place Word can be inserted in the compound
just before l4i or du.

EX:

QIng nin céng zh&ge Please walk out of this room.
fdngjiin zduchGlai

QIing nin céng zhége Please walk out of this build-
16u zduchuqu. ing.

2 Time When Gang(gang) "just this minute, just about," as a
Movable Adverb. Examples:

WS g3ng(gang) yao chiqu ... I was just about to go out ...
T3 gang(gang) zdu. He left just a minute ago.
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344 Time Spent with Clock Time follows the same principles as the
Time Spent patterns:

(1) current or future event or action, without le

NI ti&ntian shang litge You go to class six hours each
zhdngtéu de ke. day.

(2) completed event or action, with single le
JIntidn wd shangba&n yi- Today, before going to work, I
gidn tingle yik® zhdng- listened to news for a quarter
de xInwén. of an hour. :

Xiaban yIhdu, ydu ting- After leaving work, I again
le bange zhdngtéu de listened to news for half an
xTnwén. hour.

Amount of time by the clock:

> ‘shiarfan zhdng 12 minutes
yikeé zhdng a quarter of an hour
bange zhdngtdu half an hour
bdndidn zhdng half an hour
yige zhGngtéu one hour
yididn zhdng one hour/one o'clock (The text

or situation will clarify which
one is meant. One hour is a
Time Spent situation and one
o'clock is a Time When situa-
tion.)

3 Adverb ydu "still" indicating "beyond comprehension."
Example:

NI tidnti&n shang lilge You go to class six hours eéery
zhdngtSu de k&, win- day and also go to work in
shang hdi shangb3n ... the evening ...

Under such circumstances, no one can expect more from such a
busy person; however, he continues, z&nme nide Zhdngwén you zhé&me
h3o? "How come (with all that you are doing) your Chinese is
still so good?" The adverb ydu "still" indicates that it is be-
yond anyone's comprehension that so much could be achieved under
these circumstances.
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Frame 2

5 H: YSu yici wd tfng gudngbd, Once when I was listening to a
gudngboyudn jidngde tai kuai, broadcast, the announcer spoke
wd zhI tfngddngle yididnr. too fast [and] I only under-

stood a small part of it.

6l D: WO téuyi-lidnghui y& ydu The first one or two times I
wenti, houlai jiu méi shénme also had problems. Later I
wenti le. had no problems.

7| H: Laoddngjié kuai dao le. Labor Day will soon be here.
Zheilidngtian yiding ydu During these few days there
Lioddngjié de xInwén. will surely be news about Labor

Day.
8| D: Kuai kaikai shouyinjit. Turn on the radio right away.

QidiZnban de neiwei guingbdyudn The 7:30 announcer is the very
jidngde zui hd3o. NI ting, ta best speaker. Listen, he is

zai baogao yixi& xido chéng reporting news right now of

rénmin yiwl ldoddng de xifoxi voluntary labor by the people

ne. in several small towns.
Notes:

566 Specific Measures for the number of times or occasions with ci
or hui. Examples:

ydu yici ... there was one occasion ...
(one time, once upon a time)

ySu yihui ... there was one occasion ...
- (one time)

6 The Specifier téu "the first"™ in connection with ci or hui.
Examples:

téuyil-lidnghui the first one or two times
téuyil-lidngci the first one or two times
téuijlci /hui the first few (several) times

Time When patterns with ci or hui.

Diyfici/huf wd g&i ta The first time I gave him $50.
wlishikuai gidn.

Diérci/hul wd g&i ta The second time I gave him $60.
liushfkuai qiédn.
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Disanci/huf wd g&i ta : The third time I gave him $70.
qlshikuél gidn.

Zhéici /hui wd g&i ta This time I gave (will glve)
bashikuai qién. him $80.

Xiadci/huf wd g&i ta Next time I'll give him $90.
jiushikuai qidn.

TSu lidngci(hui) wd The first two times I gave him
yigdng g&i ta ytb&i- $110 altogether.

yIshiquai qidén.

Time Spent pattern with ci or hui. Examples:

(1) current or future event or action without le

Néibé&n shi wd yao kan I am going to read that book
s&nci . three times.

(2) completed action with a single le

Shangxinggiwli wd kanle Last Friday I read it once.
yici/hui.

(3) Continuing action with double le

Néib&n shid wd kanle I've read that book twice (so
liZnghuf le. far).

6 Question Word shénme "any" as an indefinite. Example:

Houldi (w8) jil méi Later on, I didn't have any
shénme wenti le. (particular) problems at all.

The Question Word shénme may mean "any, anything" or "any
particular" problem. However, the speaker is not ruling out the
fact that there might be "some problems." Compare the following:

(1) WS méiydu gién. I don't have money. (Specific)

(2) WO méiydu shénme qidn. I don't have any money to speak
of (i.e. I have some, but not
much money).

Watch for this indefinite aspect of shénme in a given sen-
tence.
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Frame 3
9l H: Shuddao xiZoxi, nI yo&u Speaking of news, do you have
Bioludde xiZoxi ma? any news from Paul?

10{ D: Ta zai Xinhu& Xinwénsha He's working at the New China
gongzud, nI tfng, shéi zai News Agency (NCNA). Listen,
diantdishang jidnghua ne? who is that speaking at the

radio station (on the radio)?

11} H: Gangcdi guidngbSyudn shud Just a moment ago the announcer
t3 shi Zhdngwén Yliydn Xuéyuan said that he was the director
de Yuanzhdng. . of the Chinese Language Insti-

tute.

12| D: NI tingdéngle, hé&n hdo. It is very good you understood
WSmen ting le_kuai yigeban it. We've been listening to
zhdngtéu de xinwén_le. the news for almost an hour ana
Guanshang shduyinji, zdo a half. Turn off the radio an
didnr shui jido ba. go to sleep a little earlier.

13| H: Hio. Man didnr zdu. Ok. Take it easy.

14| D: Zaijian. Good-bye. (See you again.)

Notes:

9 Another usage of the Verbal Suffix -dao in shudddo "speaking
of ." Examples:

shuddao xiZoxi ... speaking of the news ...

shuddao tfng gudngbd speaking of listening to broad-
casts ...

Transliteration of names in The Bible

Paul (B&olud) John (Yu&han)
Joseph (Yu&seé) Mark (Mak&)

10 New China News Agency (NCNA). This is the official news
agency of the PRC. Its abbreviated name is "XInhudshe."

11 Time When g3ngcdi "just a moment ago, just now" as a Movable
Adverb. Examples:

angcdi quingbdyuidn just a moment ago the announcer
E“E%ﬁﬁ“ta .o said he ...
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gudngbByudn gangcii just a moment ago the announcer
shud ta ... said he ...

Gang(gang) "just this minute, just now" and gangcdi "just now,
a short while ago.” In comparison, as far as timing is .concerned,
these two terms are virtually interchangeable. Both refer to the
immediate past, but gang(gang) is a little more immediate or more
recent. In addition, g3ng(gang) means "just, exactly, just right."
Note the examples in the glossary.

13 (Nin) mdn didnr z8u. "Take it easy. (Lit. Walk Slowly.)"
This idiomatic expression is commonly used when a guest is de-
parting or about to depart and carries the meanings "What's your
hurry," "What"s the rush," "Take your time," "Take it easy," "Go
carefully," "Don't go yet," "Stay a while," "Take care,"™ "Watch
your step," etc.
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