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Owanor

Fpammartuka

The Russian textbook is clearer and funnier

Hams |1 | Kakoii kypc Te0¢ 60/1b1Ie HPABUTCS, PYCCKUMN SI3BIK Which course do you like more, Russian or
2 | wm ¢prsnKa? Physics?
Hlypa |3 Kakoit rrymsiit Borpoc! @uznka, KOHETHO, ropa3no | What a stupid question! Physics, of course, is
4 naTepécHee. [Ipodéccop pU3mMKM - Tydmmia much more interesting. (My) Physics professor
5 npenoxaBaresb. OHA TOPA3I0 JIYUIIe YATACT is a better teacher. She gives (reads) lectures
6 TNEKINH, YeM Halll YOKHYTBIi ipodéccop pycckoro | much better than our wacko Russian professor.
7 si3pIKa. Pycckuii ropasio xy:ke, yem ¢gusukal Russian is much worse than Physics.
Hags |8 | O uém T roBopuiib? Kypc prsuku ckydnée, What are you talking about? The Physics
9 | TpymHée U CTOUT AOPOIKeE, YEM PYCCKHIA. course is more boring, more difficult, and cost
more ( expensive) than Russian.
Mlypa | 10 | Hopdxke? Kak 310 «10podAKE»N? More expensive? What do you mean ‘more
expensive’?
Hamst | 11 | [da, yuéOHuK QU3HMKH CTOUT CTO NECSTH AOIAPOB, a | Yeah, the Physics textbook costs 3110, but our
12 | HamlI MOTPSICAFOIINN YyIeOHUK PYCCKOTO S3bIKA fantastic Russian textbook is much cheaper.
13 | ropazmo memépiie. U yuéOHUK pYCCKOTO SICHEE U And the Russian textbook is clearer and
14 | ememnée. Pycckuii ropasno ydrme, ueM ¢dusukal funnier. Russian is much better than Physics.
Hlypa | 15 | Huuerd nogo6uoro! Ipodéccop dhrsuku, BrIme, Nothing of the kind! The Physics professor is
16 | kpacuBee, 100pée, yMHEE U, HAJIO CKA34Th, YHIIIE. taller, better looking, kinder, smarter, and, I
must say, cleaner.
CnoBapb

(We have not listed as separate vocabulary items most of the irregular comparative adjectives. You are responsible for

learning them.)

1 | 66mBIIe more (Comparative of MHOro. See grammar explanation.)
4 |ropaszmo much + comparative adjective
5 | mpemogaBaTens teacher, instructor (Can refer to a professor in terms of his/her ability as a
teacher.)
5 | myure better
YOKHYTHIA kooky, nutty
6 |u4em than
7 | Xyxke worse
15 | cMemHOM’ Sfunny

17 | BEICOKHI; BBIIIE

tall; taller (See grammatical explanation.)
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pammaTuka 73-1 ypok

73.A Comparative Adjectives: Forms (-ee, e)

We previously saw the comparative degree of adjectives in the movie title:
«mymelii u rnynée» “Dumb and Dumb€CI™
Forming Comparative Adjectives: -ee

The most common way to form the comparative of an adjective is with the unchanging ending -ée

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree in -ée
(new, smart, stupid, etc.) (newer, smarter, stupider, etc.)

HOBBIN (HOBasi, HOBOE, HOBBIC) HOBéE

YMHBIN yMHEe

TITYTIBINA rrymnée

TOOPEIiA nmobpée

TSOKENBIT heavy TsDKEnée
O&muBIT oemuée

Stress in Comparative Adjectives (< 2 Syllables -ée; > 3 Syllables — on stem)

Adjectives consisting of one or two syllables (almost) always have the comparative degree in stressed -ée. For
adjectives in three or more syllables, normally the stress stays on the stem. (Though notice that the stress moves
to the end in Tsiskesnée. The rules for this are a bit complex.)

HWHTEPECHBII WHTEpECHEE
CHMITaTAYHBIA CHMIIaTHYHEE
CIIOKOMHBIH CIIOKOHEE
JICHUBBIN JICHUBEE
TIPOTHBHBIN IPOTHBHEE

Form the comparative degree of the following adjectives. First the regular adjective will be read, followed
by the comparative.

1. OBICTpBIi 2. HOBBII 3. HHTepéCHBIN
4. CKYYHBIH 5. no0pwIi 6. TaJAHTIUBBIA
BKYCHBII 8. XxononHb end-stressed 9. JIEHUBBIA

10. cTpaHHBII 11. kpacuBbIit 12. BaXHBIHA
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73-1 ypokK pammaTuka
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

Irregular Comparative Degree Adjectives

There are quite a few adjectives that have an irregular comparative degree. The final stem consonant (or
consonants) mutates before a single e is added. Note that the ending single e is never stressed.

mutation Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
with mutated consonant and
unstressed -e
™4 OOraThIi Ooraue
r>x Joporou Iopoxe
O>X MOJTO O MoJIOXKe (Maaame also exists)
B>Bn JIeTIEBBINA nemésie (€ > & — don’'t ask why)
cT>LW YUCTHIA qyIe
K>4 TrpOMKHH rpoMUe
NErKui nérue (€>e)

X>w THXUH THILIE

@ Form the comparative. First try to learn the forms (instead of just looking up at the chart)

1. Oorarserii 2. HeméBbId 3. TAXHNA
4. wMononoi 5. 4HACTBIA 6. TpOMKHI
7. nmoporoii 8. nérxuit

Even Stranger Comparative Adjectives

Here are some other common comparative forms that don’t fit neatly anywhere:

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
MANEHbKUN MEHBIIE
00BN 00BIIIE
CTApBIi cTapue
BBICOKHI BhIIIIe (-0K- drops out and ¢>1ir)
* (HA3KUT) (arke) (-x- drops out and 3>x)

*Not active vocabulary, but included for reference.

As in English, the comparative degree of good and bad look nothing like the non-comparative form:

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
XOpOIIHH naydire (Iy4muii — see below)
10X O Xyxe (xynmmii — see below)
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pammaTuka 73-1 ypok

73.b Comparative Adjectives: Function — Only in Predicate

All of the comparative forms of adjectives presented above (except ayummii and xymammii) are found only in the
predicate position, i.e., after the verb be (or verb with related meaning), in the Nominative Case. To express than
use yeM (always preceded by a comma).

E¢€ xaura unatepécHee, 1eM ero. Her book is more interesting than his.
Most MallIiHa HOBEE, YeM TBOSL. My car is newer than yours.

Briknna kOMHaTa unmie, uem BéprHa. Vika's room is cleaner than Vera's
Créna rimynée, yeM Mos cobaKa. Styopa is stupider than my dog.
Poccust 60mb111C, veM MasbTa. Russia is bigger than Malta.

Moii tom MEHBIIE, YeM erd KyXHS. My house is smaller than his kitchen.
®opa nemérie, yem Mepcenéc. A Ford is cheaper than a Mercedes.
Jamra mondxe, yem Jlapa. Dasha is younger than Lara.

Jlapa crapmie, uem Jlama. Lara is older than Dasha.

You can also find a prepositional phrase following yem:

B Hrro-Uo6pxke onacuHee, yem B [IpiHCTOHE. It’s more dangerous in NY than in Princeton.
Ha ypoke pycckoro cky4yHnée, yeM Ha ypOke QU3UKU.  It’s more boring in Russian class than in Physics.
Ha ynune xomomuée, ueM B 1OMe. 1t’s colder outside than in the house.

Note that in the above three examples, the ‘original® sentence would have contained a short-form adjective: B
Hsro-Uoxkpe 6uens onacno. The comparative of short-form adjectives is no different from that of long-form
adjectives.

The adverb ropasmo much can be used in comparative constructions:

Eroé Bropas xeHa ropasao ymuée, ueM erd ObIBIIas His second wife is much smarter than his ex-wife.
KEHA.

Oeppapu ropazao nopoxe, uem brouk. A Ferrari is much more expensive than a Buick.
Pycckwuii ropaszao tpyanee, ueM QpaHITy3CKUH. Russian is much harder than French. (Not true!)
OHA Topa310 BEBIIIE, YeM KAKETCS 110 TEICBU30DY. She is much taller than it seems on TV.
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73-1 ypokK pammaTuka

@ Make the comparisons

1. Mpmuma / ymusIi / Mama 2. Mama / roymsiii / Muamia.

3. Kanana / Mmaneuskuii / Poccus 4. Poccus / 6onpmodii / Kanana

5. TlpwHcToH / noporoii / Patrepc 6. Partrepc / neméBeriii / [TpuHCTOH

7. Tépa/créaperii / Huna 8. Hruna / mononoi / I'épa

9. Mos kOMHaTa / 9UCTHIN / cTOIOBas 10. Ctono6Bas / rps3HBIN / MOSI KOMHATA.

11. JIapa / no6psIit / Mo¥t cocén 12. Moii cocén / 3moit nasty / Jlapa

13. B Adpuxke / rerud / 8 MunnecoTe 14. B Munnecore / xomomHo end-stressed | B Appuxe

Comparative Adjectives — Only after the verb be

As we mentioned above, comparative adjectives are found only in the Nominative Case in predicate position. You
cannot use these comparative forms in what is known as attributive position (which basically means before the
noun). In other words, we don’t yet know how to say things like Tolstoy is a more talented writer than Jackie
Collins or I need a more reliable dishwasher, where more talented and more reliable are in attributive position.
We’ll cover this very soon.

Earlier in the course we had two comparative (and superlative) adjectives that can be used in attributive position:
Jydmmii better, best; xymmmi worse, worst. (You simply need to use context to distinguish the comparative
meaning better/worse from the superlative meaning best/worst.) These two words behave like regular adjectives,
agreeing in CNG with the modified noun:

Crisen Kuar ayummii miucarens Ha CBETE. Stephen King is the best writer on earth.

S Xouy JYUIIYH MalluHy, 9YeM ero. I want a better car than his.

Mruutep xyamiee miBo, yem Kypc. Miller is a worse beer than Coors.

MBI TOBOPYM O XYIIIEM CTYIEHTE B TPYIIIIC. We're talking about the worst student in the class.
73.B Comparative Adverbs

Form: Same as Comparative Adjectives

Basically, the comparative degree of adverbs is equvialent to that of adjectives. In the following examples,
adjectives appear above adverbs:

ITaBopOTTH JAyuie, yem bak-Ctput-Bboiis. Pavorotti is better than the Back Street Boys.
ITaBopoTTH TIOET Jyuie, yem bak-Ctput-boiis. Pavorotti sings better than the Back Street Boys.
Most MariHa ObICTPEe, YeM TBOSL. My car is faster than yours.

Mammina éxana ObIcTpée, YeM mOe3 . The car was going faster than the train.

Pam-my3bika 00BIHO rpoéMYe, ueM My3bika Monapra.  Rap music is usually louder than Mozart.
I'épa roBOpUT rpOMUeE, YEM s1. Gera talks louder than I do.
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Note the (almost) exclusively adverbial form udme more often (et > m, as expected):

OH eif 3BOHAT YAllle, YeM OHA EMY.

B 3tom ceméctpe s X0Ky B OMOIMOTEKY Yallle, 4eM B

IpOIUIOM CeMECTpe.

He calls her more often than she him.

This semester I've been going to the library more
often than last semester.

Note the adverbial use of 66ab11e more and ménbie less, which in some instances do not have a corresponding

non-comparative adverb:

HuxkTt6 He 3aHuMaeTcst 00JbIIIe, YeM .
(The non-comparative is mM1ozo)

MHe HpABHUTCS TBOSI MAIIMHA 00/bIIE, YeM e€.

No one studies more than I do.

1 like your car more than hers.

(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this

meaning of 66biue)

OH Tenépb NbET MEHBIIIE, YEM PAHBIIE.
(The non-comparative is mdno)

OH nmr00uT TEOSI MEHBIIIE, YEM 5.

He drinks less than (he did) before.

He loves you less than I do.

(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this

meaning of méuvuse)

% Translate

I study less than Tanya.
Which tie do you like more?

Speak more quietly, please.

N N W =

Mapk TgeH is the greatest American writer of all
time.

9. In Mathey (people) live more poorly than in Rocky.

Nina speaks Russian better than me.
No one talks faster than my younger sister.

Speak more loudly, please.

® N D

My bird is flying higher than yours.

10. Rita goes to a bar more often than Pasha.
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73-1 ypoK

25 YnpaxHéHue 1

,gf YnpaxHénue 2  Fill in the blanks using comparatives:

1.

JomawHee 3apgaHue

Write five sentences with comparative adjectives and adverbs. Use at least
two irregular comparatives:

[prirCcTOH Taprapn.
Poccust Amépuxa.
TomncToit CrviBen Kunr.

Pycckuii s361K

bunn I'edite

XAMUSL.

S MOM cocén / MOsI COCENKA.
Cobaku KOTEL

PC MakuHTOMI.
Cépa Murs.
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73-1 ypok — [lomalwiHee 3agaHue Nma

g YnpaxHéHune 3 [lepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUIA:

1. Everything is more expensive in Princeton than in Trenton.

2. Who’s taller, you or Shaq? Believe it or not, Shaq is taller, - and richer.

3. I want a better car.
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