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“I thought | was going to major in Chemistry”

71.A Stating your major
71.6 The Instrumental of '‘Being’

Owvanoru

MpammaTuka

yéx

A pymana, YTo MOén cneunanbHOCTbIO ByaeT XMmMus
I thought | was going to major in Chemistry

Mapnna |1 | KeM TbI X0Té1 ¢TaTh, KOT/IA THI YUYHJICS B What did you want to be(come) when you
2 | IIpuHCTOHE? studied at Princeton?
Caaea 3 | CHaudna s XoTén craTh nmkeHépoM. Ho xorma st First I wanted to be(come) an engineer. But
4 | ObUT HAa IEPBOM Kypce U MPOCAYIAT Kypc GU3ukH, | when I was a freshman and took a physics
5 | mepemymain. A THI K€M XOTENA CTaTh? course, I changed my mind. And what did you
want to be(come)?
Mapina |6 |Koraa st 614 Ha mépBoOM Kypce, S XOTéNa CTaTh When I was a freshman, I wanted to be(come) a
7 | BpauOM. S mymana, 9To MOEH CEeNMAIBLHOCTHIO doctor. I thought that my major would be
8 | Oymer xumusL. A MOTOM s IepeayMbIBaja pas chemistry. But then I changed my mind about
9 | nécsaTh. B KOHIé KOHIOB 51 pelIAiia yYATHCS HA ten times. I finally decided to major in Political
10 | pakyabTéTe momuronorun. [lorom s mymana, uro | Science (Politics). I thought that I wanted to
11 | X094y CTaTh aJJBOKATOM, HO KOT/a sl pabdTana B be(come) a lawyer, but when I was working at a
12 | mpecTikHON agBOKATCKOM ripme B bOcTOHE, 5 prestigious law firm in Boston, I met a lot of
13 | mo3HAKOMMJIACH CO MHOTHMU aJIBOKATAMH, 1 OHU | lawyers and they all seemed to me to be (a
14 | Bce MHE MOKA3AJIUCHh TAKUMH 3aHY1aMH! bunch of) bores.
Caasa 15 | Kak 310 «3anynamm»? Mos xeHa aiBOKAT! What do you mean ‘bores’? My wife’s a lawyer!

Cnosapb (Below we have included a list of majors and professions. You are not responsible for these,
though you should be able to talk about yourself.)

| |craHoBH-...cs1 // ctan++ INST | become (Note: Imperfective has -csi; Perfective doesn’t!)

7 | cmeuudnsHOCTS (F) major; specialty (note hard-indicating a after another vowel — foreign borrowing)

9 | B KOHII¢ KOHIIOB finally, at the very end; in the long run, in the final analysis (lit.: at the end of
ends)

9 ytIffH. ..Cs Ha major in (See below)

10 | hakynbTET (HA) department (in university); school of ... (See below)

12 | amBoKATCKas prpma Guess

13 | 3HaKOMU+...cs1 // IO- ¢(0) Kem meet (for the first time); get acquainted with

14 | ka3a+...cq // mo- + INST seem to someone to be
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pammaTuka 71-1 ypok

[| 71.A  Stating Your Major ||

Because the educational system in Russia differs rather dramatically from ours, it’s difficult to give an exact
translation for the phrase /’m majoring in... (Higher education in Russia in a nutshell: First we should say that
since the fall of Communism, the educational system has been changing rapidly. Many private colleges have
appeared, though the major state universities (singular yauBepcutéT) and institutes (singular HHCTHTYT) are still
in place. The main difference between college in Russia and the U.S. is that in Russia you apply directly to a
specific department (paxyabTéT) which itself may be divided into smaller areas of study (kadeapa). In some
cases, these pakynabTéThI correspond to an entire ‘school’ / ‘college’ (School of Engineering, Law School, etc.).

To ask about / state one’s major:
e Use the phrase y4i+...cst Ha +

1) ¢axyabrére (Prepositional) + Genitive of department name

Ha xakOM (akynbTéTe Tl YUUIIbCs ? What'’s your major?

S yaych Ha GaKkynpTETe aHTPOIIOIOTHH. I'm an Anthropology major.

OH OyneT yuuThes Ha (aKyIbTETEe UCKYCCTBA. He’s going to be an Art major.
Most MaTh yuriiach Ha GaKyJIbTETe CpaBHUTEIBLHON My mother was a Comp Lit major.
JUTEPATYPBHI.

Some department names consist of an adjective, which appears before paxyabTéTe, also in the Prepositional:

Ona yuuTcs Ha MHXEHEPHOM (pakyIbTéTe. She’s an Engineering major.

On# y4yarcs Ha 5KOHOMHYECKOM (DaKyIbTETe. They 're Econ majors.

For those departments that have an adjectival form, you can often form an abbreviation by taking the first part of
the department name and attach -¢axk. (See list below for abbreviated names. As you can see, not all departments
have an abbreviated form.) Yes, American students really like to say these.

OH yuutcs Ha pusdake. He'’s a Physics major.
Moii OpaT cobupaercst yuuThcs Ha Onodaxke. My brother plans on majoring in Biology.
S yaych Ha xumdaxke. I'm a Chem major.

e Just use the noun cnenuajabHOCTHL + Nominative

Kakas y Te0s cenuaibHOCTh? What’s your major?

Most CIenHATBEHOCTD — CIIABIHCKHE SI3BIKH U My major is Slavic Languages and Literatures.
JUTEeparypa.

Eré cnenuanbHOCTh — aHTIUICKas TUTepaTypa. He'’s an English major.

YV Maiu crenuanbHOCTh — ITOJTUTONIOTHS Masha’s a Politics (Political Science) major.

To talk about the future, put the phrase with cnemmanbHocTb into the Instrumental (but keep the name of the
major in the Nominative — more on this below):
Moéii ciennanbHOCTERIO OYAeT acTpodr3uKa. I’'m going to major in Astrophysics.

E€ cnenmansHOCTBIO OYACT HCTOPHSI. She’s going to be a History major.

]
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71-n ypok

pammaTuka

MAJORS (NOTE THAT NOT ALL DEPARTMENTS ALLOW THE -cpak form)

Anthropology aHTPOIIONOTHS Geology Te0JIOTHs; TEOJIOTHYECKUH
(bakyapTéT; reodak
Art HCKYCCTBO German HEMEIKHE SI3bIKUA U JIUTEPATypa
Archeology apxeoorus History HUCTOPHS; ICTOPHIECKHIH
(hakynpTéT; UCTdhax
Astrophysics actpodmrzuka Mathematics MaTeMATHKA; MAaTEeMaTHIECKHH
¢axynpTéT; MaThak
Biology O6uonorus; OuoIOruyecKuit Music MY3BIKa; MY3bIKAJTBHBII
(hakynpTéT; Onodak (bakyapTéT
Ecology and Evolutionary | 5K0J0THS 1 3BOIIONUOHHAS Near Eastern Studies OMMKHEBOCTOUHBIHN (haKyIbTET
Biology OroNIOruUst
Molecular Biology MOJIEKyJISIpHast OHOIOTHS Philosophy ¢bmnocodus; pumocoObekui
¢axynpTéT; pundak
Chemistry XUMHST; XUMHYECKUHA Physics ¢dr3uka; GU3AKICCKHIA
(axynpTeT; XUMDAK ¢baxynpTéT; Przhax
Classics aHTUYHBIC A3bIKA 1 mTeparypa | Politics / Political Science | monurondrus
Comparative Literature CpaBHUTEJIbHAS JINTEpATypa Psychology TICUXOJIOTHSI
Computer Science BBIYHCIIUTENbHAS TEXHUKA Religion peTATHs
HIpOrpaMMHUPOBaHUE
(nHdopmaTnka)
East Asian Studies BOCTOUHBIH (haKkyIsTéT Romance Languages POMAHCKHE S3BIKU U
JUTEpaTypa
Economics JKOHOMHKA; SKOHOMUIECKUN Slavic Languages CITaBSHCKUE SI3BIKU U
(axynpTéT; 3K0HOM(DAK mureparypa ©
Engineering WH)KEHEPHBIN PaKkynbTéT Sociology connonorus
English AHTJIIAACKUH S3BIK U
JauTeparypa
PROFESSIONS
Actress / Actor akTép / akTprca Journalist JKYPHAIUACT
Artist XYI0KHUK Lawyer aJIBOKaT
Ballerina OanepiHa Mailman OYTATBOH
Banker OaHKHD Mathematician MaTEeMATHK

Blue collar worker

pabounit / -as

Nurse (Female / Male)

MezcecTpa / Mmenopar

Bookkeeper Oyxranrep Physicist ¢br3uK
Businessman OM3HECMEH Pilot NETYHK
Chemist XAMHK Policeman TTOTULEHCKUI
Computer Programmer MIPOTPAMMHCT Politician TTOJTUTHK
Doctor Bpay / 1OKTOp Psychologist TCcUXoJ0r

Driver (taxi / bus )

mo¢hEp (Takcu / aBTOOYCA)

Salesman / Saleswoman

TpoAaBell / MPoAaBIIALA

Editor penakrop Senator CCHATOP

Engineer WHXEHED Stock Broker OpoOKkep

Hairdresser MapuKMaxep / -mma Tailor MOPTHOI

Housewife JIOMOXO03sIHKa Teacher (high school) YUYATEINb / yYATENBHALA

Insurance Agent

CTpaxoBOH aréHT
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% Listen and repeat

1. Ha xaxo™m ¢axymnbTére Thl yIUIIBCS? 2. S yayco Ha 6nodaxke.
3. Haxaxom dakynsTére yurmics TBoi 6pat? 4. YM4 He IPUIIOKY, TOYEMY S PEIIVIT YIATHCS Ha
(bakynbpTéTe acTpohU3NKY.
5. Kakas y Te6si cnenuansHOCTh? 6. Mosi cienuaIbHOCTh — aHTJIMICKAs TUTeparypa.
7. OH yuutcs Ha Qu3sdake. 8. Moeii cienmMaNbHOCTBIO OYeT PritocOdus.
9. Ha kakom dakynpTéTe yuaTcs caMble YMHbIE 10. Cambie yMHBIE CTYAEHTHI, KOHEYHO, yyaTcs Ha
CTYAEHTHI? (baxynbTéTe CIaBSHCKUX A3BIKOB M JINTEPATyPHI

[| 71.6  The Instrumental of “Being” ||

The Instrumental is often found in constructions that express existence — often where the verb be is either overt or
strongly implied. With some verbs the Instrumental is required, with others it depends on the meaning. First let’s
look at verbs that require the Instrumental. Any noun or adjective after these verbs will appear in the Instrumental.

CTaHOBMW+...cs1 I] CTaH+ Kem/dem become / be
Brika x6uet cTaTh podéccopom. Vika wants to be(come) a professor.
S crany npe3unéaToM! I’'m going to be(come) president!
Korna oH eTaJja takiM J1eHABbIM? When did he become so lazy?
Moii ctapiumii O6pat yunics Ha pundake, a HoTOM My brother majored in Philosophy and then
€TaJI BpauoM. became a doctor.
Srot (WIBM CTAHOBHUTCS CKYYIHBIM. This film is getting (=becoming) boring.

Kem pa6oTtaet Person (Nominative)?

You can also ask the question Kem padéraer Person (Nominative)? What does PERSON work as? The answer is
normally just in the Nominative:

-- Kem pa6o6raet TBOM 0TéN? -- OH aBOKAT. - What does your father do for a living? -- He'’s a
lawyer.
-- Kem pa6oraer TBOS cectpa? -- OHA HHXKEHED. - What does your sister do for a living? -- She’s

an engineer.
@ Say who became / wants to become / will become what

S/ Bpau (will become) Hukt6 / crpaxoBoit aréut (wants to become)

OH / umxenép (became) Nx matb / agBokat (wanted to become)

Mottt mdamuit Opat / 0ueHs eHuBsIl (became) Kro / nérunx? (will become)

A e

2
4
Pas / u3Bécthas Oaneprna (became) 6. Bce / u3BécTHbIN (Want to become)
8
1

Ero crapmas cectpa / penakrop (became) 0. T'anwna Téts / aktprica (will become)
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71-n ypok pammaTuka
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]
X 4 .
Ka3sa+...csl // no- komy yem/kem seem (to someone-Dative) to be (Instrumental)
Three Cases here: 1) Nominative — the thing or person that is being described — the subject of the sentence.
2) Dative — the person to whom the subject seems (to be a certain way)

3) Instrumental — the characterization of the subject of the sentence

(In this construction you can strongly sense the implied 7o be.)

OnM MHE K&KYTCSI CHOOAMIL. They seem to me (to be) snobs.
Ona Tebe He KAKETCS CKYIHOM? Does she seem (to be) boring to you?
Bce amBOKATHI eMy KAXKYTCS TEHHSMH. To him all lawyers seem to be geniuses.

@ Say who seems (seemed) how to someone (Subject listed first). For past use Perfective.

Example: OH / 51/ Takom Haxan (present) = OH MHe K&XeTCs TaKUM Haxarnom.

1. OH/ s/ xopoumii uenoBek (present) 2. DTOT aJBOKAT / OHA / TIIYTIBIN (past)
3. Ununa/ Bce / 3anyma (past) 4. Most noapyra / Tel / TaAHTIMBAS MeBUNA?
(present)
5. Bce crynénrn B [Iprircrone / Cepéxa / TéHUU 6. Bce atu Quzuku / oH / oypaK (present)
(present)
7. Ona/wmbi/ gypa (Female nypax) (past) 8. EE€ nocnénuuii GunbM / Bl / CKY4IHBIH? (past)
9. Kypc pycckoro si3pIKa / Bce CTyACHTHI / TPYTHBINA 10. Bcé / Banuk / nérkuii (present)
(present)
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The Case on Nouns and Adjectives after the verb {6ya+ / 6bi+}:
MmeHnTenbHbIN vs. TBOpPUTENbHbIN

We should first say that this is a really tricky question, one on which many dissertations and scholarly articles
have been written. Perhaps the biggest problem is that in some circumstances the use of Instrumental vs.
Nominative varies from speaker to speaker. We’ve witnessed a husband insisting the Instrumental should be used,
while the wife stands firm on Nominative. So, besides not wanting to break up any relationships, we hope to make
it clear that there are no easy answers to this question of grammar.

e Past Tense — 0b171/4/u with either Nominative or Instrumental
First note that proper nouns and pronouns always appear in the Nominative, regardless of word order. The other

noun phrase, which characterizes the subject, may appear in either the Intrumental or the Nominative — it really
X .
seems to vary from speaker to speaker. Of course, the verb O0p1+ is used:

TAJTAHTINUBBII MUCATENL Nom

TomncToOi ObLT OYEHB Tolstoy was a very talented writer

TAJTAHTINBBIM ITUCATENEM Instr

T1epBblit 4enoBek Nom B kOcMoce 6611 FOpuii Tardpun

, , The first person in outer space was Yuri Gagarin.
I1épBBIM YEINOBEKOM Instr Jirstp P &

) o 0énuble Nom
Péanpure onnt ObLTH , They used to be poor.
OCIHBIMU Instr

There are some finer distinctions that we will not get into this year. The key for now is for you to be able to
recognize this use of the Instrumental — and not be thrown off when you come across it in your readings.

e Present Tense — No Verb, Nominative Only

We saw this construction starting practically from the first lesson. No overt verb appears, and both phrases appear
in the Nominative. Normally a hyphen is used preceding a noun (phrase) — but not before a bare adjective.

TosncToi — MOH TFOOWUMBIN TTUCATEIT. Tolstoy is my favorite writer.

T'oBopsT, uto Heio-MOpK — OnacHbIif ropost. They say that New York is a dangerous city.
Most TéTS — aIBOKAT. My aunt is a lawyer.

OH — nypak. He is a fool.

On4 ymHas. She’s smart.

OHH JICHUBBIC. They re lazy.



71-n ypok pammaTuka

e Future Tense — 6yny/ 6yaeuinb, etc. with Instrumental

The noun (or adjective) phrase following 6ya+ normally appears in the Instrumental (though Nominative is not
impossible). Again, keep proper nouns and pronouns in the Nominative, regardless of word order. This is often
equivalent to the verb cTaHOBH]-+...cs1 // cTAH+.

ITo-m6emy, Mua 6yaeT U3BECTHBIM aKTEPOM. I think Misha will be(come) a famous actor.

Tr1 Oynemns 60raThiM! You will become rich.

[1éprotii sxénnHoi Ha JIyné 6yner MOHMKa Monica Lewinsky will be the first woman on the
JleBAHCKH. moon.

e Infinitive — OLITEH + Instrumental

After 6b1TB the Instrumental is normally found on both nouns and adjectives:

OH x04eT OBITH OOTATHIM. He wants to be rich.

Bce XOTST OBITH CUACTIABBHIMU. Everyone wants to be happy.

[Touemy oné x64eT OBITH KEHOW TAKOTO MTPOTHBHOTO Why does she want to be the wife of such a
YyeaoBeka? despicable man?

Koraa s yunncs B [IprHCcTOHE, 51 XOTEN OBITH When I was at Princeton, I wanted to be a
MY3BIKAHTOM. musician.

e Imperative — Nouns in Instrumental; Adjectives Both

After the imperative 6yab/Te, nouns appear in the Instrumental, while adjectives vary. Long-form adjectives
appear in Instrumental, while short-from adjectives stay in Nominative. It turns out that short-form adjectives in
general can appear only in Nominative. (More on this later.)

Byab/te + Noun / Long-Form Adjective in Instrumental
byaw npyrom, nait Mae nécsATh NOIAPOB. Be a friend and give me $10.

He 6ynp TakiM JICHUBBIM, BEIHECH MYycCOp! Don’t be so lazy. Take out the garbage!
Byab/te + Short-Form Adjective in Nominative

Byne ocropOxkeH, 1Moy MOKpBbIii! Be careful, the floor is wet.

byne 3mopos/al Bynpre 3m0pOBHI! Gesundheit! (Be healthy!)
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g@ Translate into Russian. When more than one possibility exists, both versions will be given.

1. Nina is a talentless singer. 2. Don’t be such a jerk (Vera)!

3. Why do you want to be a professor? 4. My younger brother is going to be a famous
insurance agent cTpaxoBOii aréHT.

5. Galya’s grandmother was a nurse. 6. JloctoéBckmii was a great BeJIUKHii writer.

7. Be careful in New York! 8. Russian was my favorite subject. (remember this
word?)

9. Stalin was not a kind person. 10. Who will be his next wife?
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71-1 ypok JdomaluHee 3apaHne
g YnpaxHéHne 1  Answer as honestly as you wish:

1. What is your major? (What do you intend to major in?)

2. What did (will) your sister (brother) major in?

3. What do you want to be (when you grow up)?

4. What does (did) your sister (brother) want to be?

5. Which people — majoring in what — do you envy / not envy?

6. Who (what kind of people) seems boring to you?

7. Whom would you like to meet?
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71-n ypok — [lomalwiHee 3agaHue Nma

2<  YnpaxHéHnue 2 V O D:

NO3HaKOMMW+...CH

VERB TYPE CoNJ
PERFECTIVE FUTURE PAST
A OH
oH(3) oHA
OHH OHH
IMPER INF
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