
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

55-1 

Диалог
 “Who did you give it to? Viktor?” 

Грамматика 
55.A The Dative Singular of nouns 
55.Б Use of the Dative: Indirect Object 
55.В Verbs that unpredictably take the Dative 
55.Г Irregular verbs помог+

× help; (от)да×ть give 
( )

Диалог 
 

Комѓ ты ђтдЌл? ВЏктору?     Who(m) did you give it to? To Viktor? 
 
Инна: 1 Гдe шоколЌдный торт, котђрый здeсь стојл?  Where’s the chocolate cake that was sitting 

here? 

Вадим: 2  
3 

Я ђтдЌл eго сосЎду. Он сказЌл, что очeнь 
голђдный.  

I gave it to the neighbor. He said that he was 
hungry. 

Инна: 4  
5  

Комѓ ты ђтдЌл? ВЏктору? Я специЌльно торт 
испеклЌ вчерЌ. Ты дЌже не спросЏл меня. 

Who(m) did you give it to? To Viktor? I made a 
special point of baking that cake yesterday. You 
didn’t even ask me. 

Вадим: 6  
7 

Ничегђ. Пђсле обЎда я схожѓ в магазЏн, куплї 
торт, и отдЌм. 

Don’t worry about it. After dinner (lunch) I’ll 
make a quick trip to the store, buy a cake, and 
give it (to you). 

Инна: 8  
9 
10 

ДЎло в том, что я обeщЌла Анe, что принeсѓ торт 
сегодня. У eё млЌдшей сестрѕ дeнь рождЎния. 
Аня устрЌивает вечерЏнку для неё. 

The thing is, I promised Anya that I would bring 
a cake today. It’s her younger sister’s birthday. 
Anya’s throwing a party for her. 

Вадим: 11 
12 
13 
14  

Аня вечерЏнку устрЌивает и мeня нe 
пригласЏла! Я помђг eё мЌтери почЏстить 
ковёр. А eё брЌту МЌксу я чЌсто помогЌл писЌть 
сочинЎния. Какая нахЌлка! 

Anya’s throwing a party and she didn’t invite 
me. I helped her mother clean (their) carpet. 
And I often helped her brother Max write 
papers. What a jerk! 

Инна: 15 
16 

Хорђшо, я позвонї и скажѓ Ане, что ты 
придёшь. Она, навЎрно, прђсто забѕла о тебЎ. 

OK, I’ll call and  tell Anya that you’re coming. 
She probably just forgot about you. 

 
Словарь 
 

1 шоколЌдный 
 шоколЌд 

chocolate (adj) 
(noun)  (Note the violation of the spelling rule, where unstressed о is written after 
ш.  This is obviously a foreign word, where spelling rules can be violated.) 

2 отд а×ть give (away)  (Irregular. See 55.Г) 

3 специЌльно (adv) specially; with a specific goal (Note hard-indicating a as the second in a vowel 
cluster. It’s allowed because the word is a foreign borrowing.) 

6 ничегђ here: don’t worry about it 

6 сходи×+ (Perf. only) run down to; make a quick trip to (indicates round trip) 

12 помог+
×+ DAT help  (Irregular. See 55.Г) 

12 чЏсти+ // по-  clean (ст mutates to щ,  so1sg Non-Past is (по)чЏщу) 

13 ков(ё)р΄ (Gen Sg: коврЌ) carpet (Note: в loses its softness when Cluster Buster is absent) 
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55.A Dative Case (ДЌтельный падЎж): Singular Nouns 
 

MASCULINE & NEUTER 

-{U} (-у / -ю) 

We’ve already seen this in по русскому яызкѓ, к сожалЎнию; по блЌту 
*Note that Masculines in -ий and Neuters in -ие > -ию i.e., have the same 
ending as other nouns, unlike in the Prepositional, where -ий and –ие > -ии. 

DICTIONARY FORM (NOM SG) DATIVE SINGULAR 
 сосЎд  
 словарь΄ 
 ключ΄ 
 гЎний  

 сосЎду  
 словарї 
 ключѓ 
 гЎнию 

 письм о× 
 печЎнье 
  здЌние 

 письмѓ 
 печЎнью 
 здЌнию 

 

FEMININE 

-е (Nouns in -ия > -ии) 

The Feminine Dative Singular is exactly like the Prepositional Singular 

 сестр а× 
 кнЏга 
 кѓхня 
 статьј 

 сестрЎ 
 кнЏге 
 кѓхне 
 статьЎ 

 РоссЏя 
 истђрия 

 РоссЏи 
 истђрии 

 

FEMININE IN -Ь 

-и 

Same ending as Genitive and Locative/Prepositional 

 двeрь 
 лђшадь 
 ночь 

 двЎри  
 лђшади 
 нђчи 

And don’t forget: 
 мать 
 дочь 

 мЌтери 
 дђчери 
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 Form the Dative Singular of these nouns: 
 
1. друг 2. сосЎдка 3. музЎй 4. подрѓга 
5. брат 6. женЌ 7. отЎц Think! 8. мать 
9. профЎссор 10. дверь 11. задЌние 12. Калифђрния 
13. пЌрень Think! 14. мужчЏна 15. америкЌнец Think!  16. ковёр Think! 
17. карандЌш 18. кѓхня 19. сочинЎние 20. кинђ Think! 
 
55.Б Main Use of the Dative Case: Indirect Object 
 
The Dative Case is most commonly used to mark indirect objects.1 Many of the same verbs that take an indirect 
object in English govern the Dative Case in Russian.  Quite often the indirect object in English follows the 
preposition to.   
 
In the examples below the Nominative subject appears in {}, the Accusative direct object in [], and the Dative 
indirect object in «» 
 

{Я} сказЌл [всю прЌвду] «МЌрку»  I told the whole truth to Mark 
Subj  Dir Obj Ind Obj  
NOM  ACC DAT  

«Комѓ» {она} отдалЌ [торт]?  Who did she give the cake (away) to? 
Ind Obj Subj  Dir Obj  

DAT NOM  ACC  

{Катя} принеслЌ «сестрЎ» [колбасѓ].  Vera brought (her) sister mystery meat. 
Subj  Ind Obj Dir Obj  
NOM  DAT ACC  

{Мать} купЏла «сѕну» [гЌлстук].  The mother bought (her) son a tie. 
Subj  Ind Obj Dir Obj  
NOM  DAT ACC  

 
Just as in English, the verbs that take a Dative indirect object, in addition to an Accusative direct object, are verbs 
of giving, telling, bringing, and others, e.g.:  
 
 

{дай+΄/ давЌй+} // д а×ть give 
{отдай+΄/ отдавЌй+} // отд а×ть give away 
говорЏ+ // сказа×+ tell (but not speak. To speak to someone in 

Russian is говорЏ+ с + Instrumental, which 
we currently know only smidgens of) 

принос и×+ // принёс+´ bring 
*покупЌй+ // куп и×+ buy 

 
 
 
                                                 
1  High school snoozers: The indirect object indicates the recipient or benefactor of an action. Many verbs take both a 

direct and indirect object: John gave the book (DO) to Mary (IO); I bought you (IO) a new car (DO); I never promised 
you (IO) a rose garden (DO). 
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*With buy, in addition to the Dative you can also use the Preposition для + Genitive with no significant 
difference in meaning: Мать купЏла гЌлстук для сѕна ≅ Мать купЏла гЌлстук сѕну. 

  Form questions and answers: 
 
Example: ты / сказа×+ (Past) / секрЎт // брат   ➯   Комѓ ты сказЌл(а) секрЎт? // Я сказЌл(а) секрЎт брЌту. 
 
1. ты / сказа×+ (Future) / секрЎт // брат 2. вы (plural) / сказа×+ об этом (Past) // Ира 

3. он / принёс+´ торт (Future) // профЎссор 4. они / покупЌй+ хлеб (Present) // дЎдушка 

5. Маша / куп и×+ шарф (Past) // мать 6. ты / куп и×+ гЌлстук (Future) // отЎц 
 

 

55.В Verbs That Unpredictably Govern the Dative Case 
 
Besides the verbs listed above, there are also quite a few verbs you might not predict that govern the Dative Case.  
 
помогЌй+ // помог+

× 

(full conjugation 
below) 

help  

(It may ‘help’ to think of this verb 
as give help to.  Also, in German 
the verb helfen takes Dative.) 

Он помђг ВЎре. 

Она чЌсто помогЌет ВЌдику. 

   
обещЌй+  
  

 

promise (both Impf & Perf; can take 
an Infinitive or a что-clause) Think 
of this verb as give a promise to. 

Зина обещЌла мѓжу брђсить курЏть. 

СтудЎнты обещЌли профЎссору, что (они) бѓдут 
занимЌться кЌждый день. 

 
We'll be seeing several more “unexpected” Dative verbs in the next few lessons. 
 

55.Г Some Irregular Dative Verbs: помог / отдЌть 
 
 помог+

× 
 
While the Imperfective of help is a regular -ай+ verb (помогЌй+), the Perfective помог+

× is irregular. The good 
news, however, is that it conjugates exactly like мог+

× be able, which we’ve already seen. *Remember, this is a 
1st conjugation verb, which means the × should refer to the Past Tense, but just like with мог+

× the stress shift is in 
the Present (whoops, the Perfective Future). 
 
 

помог+
×

 help (Perf) 

PERF FUTURE PAST INFINITIVE 
я помогѓ мы помђжем я, ты, он   помђг 
ты помђжешь вы помђжете оно  помоглђ 
он(а) помђжет они помђгут я, ты, она  помоглЌ 
  мы, вы, они   помоглЏ 

помђчь 
(Note г > -чь instead 

of -ть, just like        
к > -чь in печь)   
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The verb that follows помог+
× and the Dative noun is an Infinitive, even though the to is often left out in English: 

 
БЌбушка мне помоглЌ испЎчь шоколЌдный торт. My grandmother helped me (to) bake a chocolate cake.    Form a question and answer: 

 
1. он / помог+

×  (future) / брђсить курЏть // ВЎра 2. ты / помог+
×  (future) / испЎчь торт // отЎц 

3. она / помог+
×  (past) / почЏстить ковёр // дочь 4. он / помогЌй  (present) / писать сочинЎния // 

брат 

5. они / помог+
×  (future) / приготђвить борщ // Митя 6. он / помог+

×  (past) / съесть eat up   щи cabbage 
soup // адвокЌт 

 
 
 (от)д а×ть: A Truly Irregular Verb Type 
 
You may not believe it, but there are only 4 Verbs in Russian that are truly irregular in the Present (Perfective 
Future) Tense.  For these 4 Verbs the endings themselves are different, i,.e, no {U} in the я-form, no {I}шь or  
{ьО}шь in the ты-form, etc.. We will use the Infinitive when discussing these 4 Verbs, since there is no single 
stem that lets us predicts the various forms. 
 
 
Both д а×ть give and отд а×ть give (away) are conjugated the same way. (Their respective Imperfectives even look 
the same: {(от)дай+΄/ (от)давЌй+}.) The only difference is that for отд а×ть, in the Past Tense non-Fem forms you 
have the option of putting the stress on the prefix: ђтдал or отдЌл, ђтдали or отдЌли.   
 
 

(от)д а×ть give (away) (Perf) 

PERF FUTURE PAST INFINITIVE 
я (от)дЌм мы (от)дадЏм я, ты, он  (ђт)дЌл 
ты (от)дЌшь вы (от)дадЏте оно (ђт)дЌло  
он(а) (от)дЌст они (от)дадѓт я, ты, она (от)далЌ 
  мы, вы, они  (ђт)дЌли 

(от)дЌть 

 
  Chameleon – Change the subject. Leave the indirect object as is: 
 
1. Я завтра отдЌм Диме ключЏ (он, мы, вы, кто, ты, я, все, никто) 

2. Кто дал Ире этот шарф? (мы, Юля, ОлЎг, наши дЎти) 
3. Лёва даёт РЌе дЎньги (я, все, никтђ, мы, Саша, они, вы, ты) 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Identify the subject (S), direct object (DO) and the indirect object (IO) and 
translate into English. Not all sentences have all three: 

1. Я Люде принёс торт. 

 

2. Бђря Кђле сказЌл всю прЌвду. 

 

3. ГЎна ђтдал машЏну брЌту. 

 

4. МЏтя СЌре обещЌл, что он брђсит курЏть. 

 

5. Что ты купЏл отцѓ? 

 

6. ЗЏна купЏла гЌлстук для отцЌ. 
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 УпражнЎние 2  Fill in the blanks. Add stress on any noun or verb where needed: 
 

1. Ком_________  он  отд____________  машЏн___________? (Past) 

2. Он  кЌжд______  сред________  помог_________  Маш_______. (Present) 

3. ВЌдик  прин____________ (bring)  профЎссор_______  шоколЌдный  торт. (Past) 

4. Женя  прин___________ (bring)  подрѓг_____  шоколЌд_____  кЌжд_______  воскресЎнь____. (Present) 

5. Сара  подошлЌ  к  Мит_______ . (The preposition к takes Dative) 

6. Сара  подошлЌ  к  двер________. 

7. Мы  Ўздили  по  Росс___________. (The preposition по meaning travel around takes Dative) 

8. ЛЎтом  он  Ўздил  по  АмЎрик__________. 

9. Она  ходЏла  по  кђмнат___________. 

10. Он  ходЏл  по  здЌн____________. 

 
 

 УпражнЎние 3  Translate: 
 

1. Who will help Boris clean the dirty carpet? 

 

 

2. I will give the money to Vera. 

 

 

3. Masha ran down to the store and bought (her) mother milk. 

 

 

4. My father will give (away) the car to the president.  

 

 

 


