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“Who did you give it to? Viktor?”

The Dative Singular of nouns

Use of the Dative: Indirect Object

Verbs that unpredictably take the Dative
Irregular verbs nomor+™ help; (oT)aaTb give
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MpammaTuka

Owanor
Komy Tbl 0TAan? Buktopy? Who(m) did you give it to? To Viktor?
HHHa: 1 | ne mokoaAaHBIH TOPT, KOTOPBIN 311eCh CTOSI? Where’s the chocolate cake that was sitting
here?
Bagum: S éTnan ero cocény. OH cKa3an, 4To OYCHb 1 gave it to the neighbor. He said that he was
TOJIOTHBIH. hungry.
HNuna: 4 | Komy TBI 0THAN? BrikTOpy? I cienmMAIbHO TOPT Who(m) did you give it to? To Viktor? I made a
ucrekna Buepa. Tol Jake He CIPOCHIT MEHS. special point of baking that cake yesterday. You
didn’t even ask me.
Bagum: |6 | Huuerd. [1ocme 00éaa st cX0Ky B Mara3uH, Kymito | Don 't worry about it. After dinner (lunch) I'll
7 | TOPT, ¥ OTHAM. make a quick trip to the store, buy a cake, and
give it (to you,).
Huna: 8 | [1éno B ToM, uTO 51 oOenrana AHe, 4yTo ipuHecyY TopT | The thing is, I promised Anya that I would bring
9 |ceromus. Y e€ Myamuiel ceCTphI ICHb POXKIACHUS. a cake today. It’s her younger sister’s birthday.
10 | AHS ycTpamBaeT BEUCPUHKY IS HEE. Anya’s throwing a party for her.
Bagum: |11 | AHS BedeprHKY YCTpAWBaeT U MEHS HE Anya’s throwing a party and she didn’'t invite
12 | mpurnacrna! I momMOr e€ MaTepu MOYNCTUTH me. I helped her mother clean (their) carpet.
13 | kKOBEp. A e€ Opary MAaKkcy g 94CTO OMOTAN HCATD | And I often helped her brother Max write
14 | counnénus. Kakas Haxamika! papers. What a jerk!
Huna: 15 | Xopo1io, s TO3BOHIO M CKaXXy AHE, YTO ThI OK, I'll call and tell Anya that you 're coming.
16 | mpunéms. OHa, HaBEPHO, MPOCTO 3a0BLIA O TEOE. She probably just forgot about you.
CnoBapb
1 | moxomagHbIH chocolate (adj)
MOKOJIA/T (noun) (Note the violation of the spelling rule, where unstressed o is written after

m. This is obviously a foreign word, where spelling rules can be violated.)

X
2 | orHarh

give (away) (Irregular. See 55.T")

3 | cmenménwsHO (adv)

specially; with a specific goal (Note hard-indicating a as the second in a vowel
cluster. It’s allowed because the word is a foreign borrowing.)

6 |Hnuerod

here: don’t worry about it

6 |cxomi+ (Perf. only)

run down to; make a quick trip to (indicates round trip)

12 | momor+ + DAT

help (Irregular. See 55.')

12 | gacTtu+ // mo-

clean (et mutates to m, solsg Non-Past is (1o)unmry)

13 | koB(€)p” (Gen Sg: xoBpa)

carpet (Note: B loses its softness when Cluster Buster is absent)
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pammaTuka

55-1 ypok

55.A

Dative Case (daTenbHbin nagéx): Singular Nouns

MASCULINE & NEUTER

-{U} (-y / -10)

Weve already seen this in no pycckomy sibi3Ky, K cONCaiénulo; no oadmy

*Note that Masculines in -uti and Neuters in -ue > -uio i.e., have the same
ending as other nouns, unlike in the Prepositional, where -uii and —ue > -uu.

DI1CTIONARY FORM (NOM SG)

DATIVE SINGULAR

cocén
CJI0Bapp’
K04’
TEéHHI

X
[IIUCEMO
IeYeHne
31aHNE

cocémy
CJIOBapIo
KITIOUY
T¢HUIO

MHCHEMY
IIe4EHBIO0
3TAHUIO

FEMININE

-e (Nouns in -us > -umn)

The Feminine Dative Singular is exactly like the Prepositional Singular

cectpa
KHHUTa
KYXHS
CTaThs
Poccus
HCTOpHUS

cecTpé
KHHATE
KyXHE
cTaTbé
Poccun
HUCTOpUH

FEMININE IN -b

-"

Same ending as Genitive and Locative/Prepositional

IBEPD
0115
HOYb

MaTh
JI0Yb

JIBEPU
JIOIIaau
HOUU
And don’t forget:
MATepH
nouepu
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55-1 ypok pammaTtumka

@ Form the Dative Singular of these nouns:

1. napyr 2. cocéaka 3. my3éi oJipyra

5. Opar 6. >keHa 7. orén Think! 8. Marp

9. mnpodéccop 10. nBepn 11. 3aganne 12. Kanudopuus
13. mapensn Think! 14. Myx4rHa 15. amepuxanen Think! 16. xoBép Think!
17. kapangam 18. kyxHs 19. counnénune 20. xkun6 Think!
55.6 Main Use of the Dative Case: Indirect Object

The Dative Case is most commonly used to mark indirect objects.' Many of the same verbs that take an indirect
object in English govern the Dative Case in Russian. Quite often the indirect object in English follows the
preposition fo.

In the examples below the Nominative subject appears in {}, the Accusative direct object in [], and the Dative
indirect object in «»

{5} ckazan  [Bcro mpaBay] «Mapky» 1 told the whole truth to Mark
Subj Dir Obj Ind Obj
NOM ACC DAT
«Komy» {oHa} oTmana [TopT]? Who did she give the cake (away) to?
Ind Obj Subj Dir Obj
DAT NOM ACC
{Kars} MIPUHECITA «cecTpé» [kombacy]. Vera brought (her) sister mystery meat.
Subj Ind Obj Dir Obj
NOM DAT ACC
{Marn} KyTHiIa «CBIHY» [raxcryk]. The mother bought (her) son a tie.
Subj Ind Obj Dir Obj
NOM DAT ACC

Just as in English, the verbs that take a Dative indirect object, in addition to an Accusative direct object, are verbs
of giving, telling, bringing, and others, e.g.:

{naii+'/ namaii+} // IATH
{oTnaii+’/ oTmaBaii+} // OTJIATE
roBopHr+ // cka3a+

X . 14
NpUHOCH+ // IpuHEC+

&% X
*MoKyma+ // Kymi+

give
give away

tell (but not speak. To speak to someone in
Russian is rosopu+ ¢ + Instrumental, which
we currently know only smidgens of)

bring

buy

' High school snoozers: The indirect object indicates the recipient or benefactor of an action. Many verbs take both a

direct and indirect object: John gave the book (DO) to Mary (I0); I bought you (IO) a new car (DO); I never promised

zou :IO: arose %arden :DO:.
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pammaTuka 55-i ypok

*With buy, in addition to the Dative you can also use the Preposition aas + Genitive with no significant
difference in meaning: MaTp Kyniia TaicTyK Juis cblHA = MaTh Kyniiia raJcTyK CEIHY.

@ Form questions and answers:

Example: oI/ cka3a+ (Past) / cexpér // 6patr [ Komy mul ckasdn(a) cekpém? /) A ckasdn(a) cexpém Gpdamy.

1. B/ cka3a+ (Future) / cexpér // Gpar 2. Bl (plural) / ckaza+ o6 srom (Past) / Mpa
3. ou/mpunéc+ Topt (Future) // mpodéccop 4. onum / nokynaii+ xnebd (Present) // némymka
5. Mama / kymii+ map¢ (Past) / maTs 6. t61 / kymi+ rancryk (Future) / otén

55.B Verbs That Unpredictably Govern the Dative Case

Besides the verbs listed above, there are also quite a few verbs you might not predict that govern the Dative Case.

noMoréit+ // momor+”  help On momér Bépe.
(fuul conjugation (It may ‘help’ to think of this verb Omna yacto momoraer Banuky.
below) . .
as give help to. Also, in German
the verb helfen takes Dative.)
obemaii+ promise (both Impf & Perf; can take 3uHa o6emana Myxy OpOCUTH KypHTb.

an Infinitive or a uyto-clause) Think

of this verb as give a promise (o, Crynéursl odemanu npodéccopy, 4ro (0HH) Oy Iy T

3aHUMATHCSA KAXKIBII IE€Hb.

We'll be seeing several more “unexpected” Dative verbs in the next few lessons.

55. Some Irregular Dative Verbs: nomor / otaatb

X
IMOMOrI+

While the Imperfective of help is a regular -aii+ verb (momoraii+), the Perfective momor+" is irregular. The good
news, however, is that it conjugates exactly like Mmor+" be able, which we’ve already seen. *Remember, this is a
1™ conjugation verb, which means the * should refer to the Past Tense, but just like with mor+" the stress shift is in
the Present (whoops, the Perfective Future).

X
MOMOTI+ /jelp (Perf)
PERF FUTURE PAST INFINITIVE
I IIOMOT'Y MBI  IIOMOKEM sI, ThI, OH IOMOT IOMOYb
TEI IIOMOXKEILID BBl  IIOMOXKETE OHO IIOMOTJIO (Note 2 > -ub instead
OH(a) TOMOXET OHM TIOMOTYT sI, ThI, OHA MTOMOTJTA of -m, just like
MBI, BBI, OHH  IIOMOTIJIH K> -ub in neus )
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55-1 ypok pammaTtumka

The verb that follows momor+" and the Dative noun is an Infinitive, even though the 7o is often left out in English:

babymika MHE TTOMOTIIA HCTIEéYb MIOKOIAMHEIA TOPT. My grandmother helped me (to) bake a chocolate cake.

g@ Form a question and answer:

1. om/momor+ (future)/6pocuts KypuTs // Bépa 2. e/ momor+ " (future) / mcnéun TOpT // OTEN
3. omna/momor+ (past)/MOYACTUTH KOBEp // JOUB 4. on/mnomordit (present)/nucaTb cOUnHEHUS //
Opar

5. onm/momor+ (future)/ mpurordésuth 6opui/ Murs 6. o/ momor+ (past)/cChecTb eatup U cabbage
soup // aIBOKAT

(or)aare: A Truly Irregular Verb Type

You may not believe it, but there are only 4 Verbs in Russian that are truly irregular in the Present (Perfective

Future) Tense. For these 4 Verbs the endings themselves are different, i,.e, no {U} in the s-form, no {I}mb or
{*O}ub in the Tei-form, etc.. We will use the Infinitive when discussing these 4 Verbs, since there is no single
stem that lets us predicts the various forms.

Both xarnb give and 0TAATH give (away) are conjugated the same way. (Their respective Imperfectives even look
the same: {(oT)maii+/ (oT)maBaii+}.) The only difference is that for oTmars, in the Past Tense non-Fem forms you
have the option of putting the stress on the prefix: 6Tmam or oTaad, 6TAATH OF OTAAIM.

(OT)ﬂ,éTb give (away) (Perf)

PERF FUTURE PAST INFINITIVE
s (oT)mam MBI (OT)HamuM sI, ThI, OH (6T)man
TBl  (OT)DAmms BBl  (OT)mamuTe OHO (6T)mano ,
oH(a) (or)mact oHn (oT)ganmyT s, TBI, OHa  (OT)Jmana (oT)nate
MBI, BBI, OHU (OT)Ia)n

g@ Chameleon — Change the subject. Leave the indirect object as is:

1. A 3aBtpa oTnam /lume kirourt (OH, MBI, BBI, KTO, ThI, 5, BCE, HUKTO)
2. Kro nan Upe sror mapd? (me1, KOs, Onér, mamu gétu)

3. JIésa maér Pde néupru (s, Bce, HUKTO, Mbl, Calia, OHH, BbI, ThI)
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55-i ypok — [lomalwiHee 3agaHue Nmn

25 YnpaxHéHnue 1 |dentify the subject (S), direct object (DO) and the indirect object (I10) and
translate into English. Not all sentences have all three:

1. A Jrone npunéc ToprT.

2. bops Kome ckazan Bcio mpasmy.

3. TI'éna 6tman mammHy Oparty.

4. Mruta Céape obemntan, 9To OH OPOCHUT KypHTb.

5. Yro THI Kynuia oTiy?

6. 3WHa KymiIa TAJICTYK JJS OTIA.
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55-n ypok OdomalwHee 3agaHue

g YnpaxHéHnue 2  Fill in the blanks. Add stress on any noun or verb where needed:

1. Kowm OH 0TI MaIIiH ? (Past)

2. OH xdxn___ cpen moMor Ma . (Present)

3. Bamuk npun (bring) mpodéccop MOKONIAAHBINA TOPT. (Past)

4. JKens npun (bring) mompyr  TIOKOJNAJ KX BOCKpecéHb . (Present)
5. Capa momomnuia k Mut . (The preposition k takes Dative)

6. Capa mojonuia K aBep

7. Mbur é3munmm o Pocc . (The preposition mo meaning travel around takes Dative)
8. Jlérom oH é3amn mo AMEpHK

9. Omna xomwna 1o KOMHAT

10. On xomua mo 34aH

25 YnpaxHénne 3 Translate:

1. Who will help Boris clean the dirty carpet?

2. I will give the money to Vera.

3. Masha ran down to the store and bought (her) mother milk.

4. My father will give (away) the car to the president.
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