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He turned 50 in October

Anéma: |1 | CkOJbKO JeT TBoeMy OTILYy? How old is your father?
Hansn: 2 | Ha mpouuioii Henéiie eMy HCTOJTHUIIOCH He turned 50 (vears old) last week.
3 | mATBAECST (JIET).
Anéma: |4 |A ckombko JieT TBoemy asijae? How old is your uncle?
Haps: 5 | MamuHOMY Opary Win manuHOMYy? My mom’s brother or my dad’s?
Anéma: |6 |[MamuHOMYy. Your mother’s.
Haps: 7 | Ha caémyromieit Henéne eMy UCIIOIHUTCS Next week he’ll be 59 (years old).
8 | mecThaecAT oauH (Tox).
Anéma: |9 |A TBOCH TéTe, MaTMHOU cecTpé? And your aunt, your dad’s sister?
Hans: 10 | B mponuiom roay eit HCIIOMHIIOCH COPOK J1Ba She turned 42 (years) last year.
11 | (roma).
Anéma: |12 [ A TBoéi mudamieii cectpé Mare, ckOIbKO eif neT? | And your younger sister Masha, how old is she?
Hans: 13 | Eif matadauars (j1er). She’s 15 (years old).
Aunéma: |14 | E# tonepko msarHannare jget? SI ObI JaJ1 el jger She’s only fifteen? She looks to me to be around
15 | BOCEMHAALATE. 18.
Hansn: 15 | Bece Tak roBopsiT. Het, B nexadpé eit ucnomumnocs | Everybody says that. No, she turned just 15
97 | TOJIBKO MATHAIATH (JIET). (vears old) in December.
Anéma: |18 | A ckOIbKO T€OE 1eT? And how old are you?
Hans: 19 | )KénmuH 00 3TOM HE CHPAIIMBAIOT. (One) does not ask women about that.
CnoBapb
1 | ckOabKo et + Dat how old is PERSON (See 59.B.2)
1 |roxg year (See 59.b)
Loc Sg: B rony
Irreg. Gen PI: ner
2 | mpOmITBIIA previous, last
Ha poOnuIoi Heaéne last week (See 59.A)
2 | uCIONHMU+...Csl KOMY ### turn (a certain age) (See 59.B.2below.)
4 | pans uncle
7 | cnémyronuit next
Ha CIIEyroNIeH Henéne | next week
9 | TéTH aunt
11 | 5 681 man(a) xomy ## PERSON seems to me to be ## years old. (lit.: 1 would give person about ## years)
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pammaTuka 59-i ypok

19 | cripamuBaroT one asks; are asked (Here the onu-form is used without a pronoun to indicate an

unspecified subject. English uses they or one the same way, e.g.: They 're coming
to take me away ...Often such sentences may be rendered by a Passive phrase in

English: Women are not asked such questions.)

59.A Time Expression: Review and New

e Review:

1) To say what time, or what day something takes place, use B + ACC. Note that while the form of uac, -4, -68
vary, the number itself (nBa, mects, etc.) is ACC.

S BcTan B JBa yaca. 1 got up at 2:00.

OHu puéyT 4acOB B IIECTh. They’ll arrive at around 6:00.

B a1y nmsiTHUIY Y MeHs cBHAaHuE ¢ MUTEH. I have a date with Mitya this Friday.
B cy660Ty MbI é31umn B Hero-Mopk. We went to NY on Saturday.

But note the preposition Ha + ACC in the following expression:
Ha cnényromuii neHb OHU PUTIACIN HAC B PecTOPAH. The next day they invited us to a restaurant.

2) To say what month something takes place, use B + PREP

B MapTe oHa cTana KypuTh. She started to smoke in March.

B aTtom Mécsiie y MeHsI MHOTO pabOTHI. I have a lot of work this month.

B cnénmyromem mécsrie st BepHYCh B Poccrto. 1 will return to Russian next month.
e New:

3) To say what week something takes place, use Ha + PREP. Notice that in English NO PREPOSITION (or
any word for that matter) is used:

Ha nipémunoit Henéne y MeHst ObUIO MATh 9K3AMEHOB. I had five exams last week.
Ha sToii Henéie s KAX bl JeHb OYy BCTaBATh B CeMb. [’'m going to get up at 7:00 every day this week.

Ha cnényromieii Henée s ucreky Te6é TopT. I'll bake you a cake next week.

4) To say what year something takes place in, use B + PREP. Note that the word roa has -y in the
Prepositional.

B 3TOM romy oHa ecT MHOTO IIOKOJIA 1A, She’s been (= She is) eating a lot of chocolate this
year.

B nponutom roay s yunics B Mocksé. 1 studied/went to school in Moscow last year.

B ciényromem roay oH KYmuT HOBYIO MAIIAHY. I'm going to buy a new car next year.
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59-1 ypok NpammaTuka

Summary of time expressions with prepositions

ME%%UE%/}\%ENT FORM
Less than a week: B+ ACC B Yac; B KaKO# IeHb?; B CPEMy
A week: Ha + PREP Ha MPOIIONH / 3TO# / cnéayromeit Henéne
More than a week: B + PREP B Mae; B KaKOM T'oJIy

@ Say when the event took (takes/will take) place. Put the time expression at the beginning.

1. Ownu mourcTsT KOBEP. (next week) 2. MBsl xoaum Ha BeICTaBKy. (on Tuesday)

b

3. 'V mens Osuto cBupanue ¢ Bepoii. (last week) S mukorna He 3aHUMArOCh. (this year)

5. Sl cxoxy B MaraswH ¥ KyIUIIO IIOKOJAHOE MOJIOKO. 6. Mowu poauTeny MHE TOAAPAT HOBYIO MAlIAHY.

(at around 6:00) (next year)
7. Jlena BepHynack B Poccuro. (last year) 8. MBuI é3mum B Mocksy (in March)
9. S xaxnawlii neHs 00éaan B ctonOBoi. (this week) 10. Bepa ero 6pocuia. (the next day)

59.b More on the word year in Russian

Above we learned that the Prep Sg of roax year is rony. The Gen Sg réaa is used as expected after 2, 3, 4.

The Gen P, however, is aet (It’s comes from the Gen Pl of j1éro summer). This will be used for >5:

NUMBER EXAMPLES YEAR (CASE/#)
(ending in) 1 OJIMH, ABA/NATH OJIMH, TPUIIATH OJUH, CTO COPOK OJVH ... rox (Nom Sg)
(ending in) 2, 3,4 | mATHAECAT BA, IECTHIECIT TPH, CEMBIECST YETHIPE ... roma (Gen Sg)
(ending in) >5 SITh, JECATh, OJUHHANATE, IEBTHOCTO, CTO, ThICAYA ... JEeT (Gen PI1)
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pammaTuka 59-i ypok

59.B Age in Russian

59.B.1 Asking/expressing age

Here is the basic formula:

‘ Person in the Dative + Number + Year (roa/réaa/ner) \

Some examples:

PERSON (INDAT) + NUMBER + YEAR

Moéii Mmatepu cOpOK BOCEMb JIeT My mother is 48 (vears old).
Moewmy ctapmiemy Opaty | IBAIUATh OJUH roJl My older brother is 21 (vears old).
Mue JIEBSATHAIIATD JIET I'm 19 (years old).

Emy JIBAATh TPU roga He’s 23 (years old).

Marme TPUALIATH YeThIpe | roma Masha’s 34 (vears old).

To ask the question How old is Person ? use CKOJIBbKO JIeT + {person in the Dative}?

In the answer you can often leave out the word ron/roma/ner (since it’s pretty clear what you’re talking about.)

one or the other

CKOJBKO +{PRONOUN +} YEAR {+ NOUN}

CKOIIBKO JeT TBOEH TéTE? How old is your aunt?
CKOIBKO JIET BareMy nsiie? How old is your uncle?
CKOIBbKO TeOE neT? How old are you?
CKONBKO el ner? How old is she?

g@ Say how old the person is. The question Ckénbko ner... will be repeated each time.

1. T161/19 2. ou/23 3. oHa/l6 4. Banuk /40

5. Bepa/33 6. Mol mutagmmii 6par / 7 7. ™os crapmias cectpa /28 8. ero oremn /50

9. eéwmarb/43 10. sTa crpdHHas xEHIUHA / 11. EJIBI_II/IH / 68 12. Mos cobaka /5
100
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59-1 ypok NpammaTuka
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

59.B.2 Expressing age in the Past and Future

Use 0bL10 (0bL1 if omiaH is involved) or 6yaer:

Korna Bope 0BLJI0 1ecsaTh JeT, OH SMUTPUPOBAI U3 Borya emigrated from Russia to America when he
Poccriu B AMEpuKy. was 10

CKkoJbKO Te6¢ OBLIIO JIET, KOTZIA ThI HATUCAN 3Ty KHUATY? How old were you when you wrote this book?

Sl HAYan UrpaTh B MAXMATHI, KOTJA MHE OBLJIO JIET ceMb. [ started playing (= to play) chess when I was 7.

Korma Mue 6yaeT copok JeT, s 6yay padboTaTh B When I am (= will be) 40, I will be working in a
NpeCTXHOM Kiyoe B [IpriHCcTOHE. prestigious eating club at Princeton.
? Question: What is up with this lack of agreement between the verb and numbers >1?

Why is the verb Neut Sg? The last time I checked 2, 5, 10, 90 were more than
1, hence, plural.

admit it. Even Russians don’t know which form is really ‘correct’. (Just like
with impersonal short-form adjectives like xé101H0, cky4HO, etc., the Neut Sg
is used by ‘default’.)

|
|
i
E Answer: Verb agreement with numbers in Russian (and all of Slavic) is a kommap. We
i
i
|

59.B.3 Turning an age

To express turning an age, use the verb ucnoaHu+...cs in place of a form of be:
With years ending in 1 + roa, the verb will agree with it in the 3™ person MASC Sg.
With ALL OTHER NUMBERS, it will be in the 3" person NEUT Sg.

e Past Tense

Person in DAT + ucnoéanmioch (ucmoanuiacs with oqun rox) + Number + Year

B Mae el nenéaHmMII0CH 1Ba roja. She turned two in May.
B sHBapé MHE HCMOIHIIOCH COPOK JIET. 1 turned 40 in January.
B urose emy HCIOTHHMIICH EBIHOCTO OTAH  TOJI. He turned 91 in July.

B anpéne KOne mcnéHMICS 1BaIIaTh OJAH IO/, Julia turned 21 in April.

e Future Tense

For ALL ages use the 3" Sg: menéanures. This verb is Perfective, which means it has FUTURE MEANING,
even though it uses PRESENT ENDINGS. You can also use 6yaer to express turning an age, which is more
colloquial (same in English: In a week she’ll be (= turn) 21.)

Korna te6¢ ucnéanutes / 6yaeT nBaanarh Jier? When will you be (turn/ be) 20?

B saBapé eit mcnéauuTes / 6yaeT TpUANATE OOUH TOA. She turns (= will turn / will be) 31 in January.

]
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

Say how old person turned / will turn (Pay attention to tense and watch for the variations in the

Future):
1. April/s/20 (Fut— turn) 2. August/ Auns/ 23 (Past) 3. October / Onér / 30 (Past)
4. December / Hacts / 18 (Fut — 5. May / Tans /48 (Past) 6. January / HUpa/ 51 (Fut— be)
turn)
7. June/ Cracuk / 41 (Past) 8. March/Cons/ 10 (Fut—turn) 9. September /ona/ 60 (Fut— be)
10. February / Buts / 27 (Past) 11. November / 51/ 100 (Fut — be) 12. July / ero math / 62 (Past)

59.B.4 Guesstimating age

When guesstimating (i.e., approximating) years, hours, etc., THE NOUN AND THE NUMBER SWITCH
PLACES. That is why in this particular expression the noun precedes the number.

The formula is: 5 661 7a(4) + Person in Dat + Year (roa/réaa/naer) + Number

Again, when it's clear that you're talking about age, you can leave out the noun roa/rona/ner.

S BB AJI(A) PERSON (YEAR) | NUMBER

(DAT)
SI OBl mana en (roma) JIBaATh TPH. She looks like she’s about 23 (vears old).
1 OBl nan emy (ret) JIBALATh. He looks like he’s about 20 (years old).
S 6b1 nana Tamape (ret) COpOK. I would say Tamara’s about 40 (vears old).
SI 661 man TBOEMY JPYTY (rom) JBaaLaTh OJuH. | Your friend looks about 21 (years old).

So, before you say roa (- 1) or roaa (-2/-3/-4) or aet (-5/-6/-7, etc.), you have to know what number you’re about
to say. However, since you’re most likely to estimate + 5, Jiet is by far the most commonly found form of years.

% Guesstimate the person’s age:

1. Oun/~20 2. Omna/~30 3. Bepa/~45
4. Banmuk/~10 5. Tamsa/~50 6. Tsoii 6par / ~15
7. Tsos cectpa /~23 8. Dror myxurHa / ~40 9. Dra xéHmmna / ~60
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JomaluHee 3apaHune 59-1 ypok

2< YnpaxHénue 1 Give the ages of 3 people including: you (required), your parents, siblings

2<  YnpaxHénue 2 Indicate when 2 of the people mentioned above turned / will turn a certain age.
(Do one in the Past, one in the Future):

2< YnpaxHénue 3 Guesstimate the age of the following people (using full sentences):

1. Ham npoTiBHBIHA TpodEccop pyccKoro s3bIKa
2. [pesunéuT Trunman (last name doesn’t decline because it’s female)
3. ManouHa (the singer/”actress” — does decline)
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59-i ypok — [lomaluHee 3apaHue Umsa

2<  Ynpaxnéuue 3  Translate into Russian:

1. Last week Vera threw a party, and next week we’re going to throw a party.

2. Last year my relatives went to (é3au+) Russia.
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