COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Shangk2 (Going to Class)
LX¥o Zhao (LZ) asks Xido LI (XL) about his class schedules}

Frame 1

1 LzZ: M&itiZn zHoshang shangke What (all) do you do every
yIgidn nI ddu zud xi& shénme? morning before going to class?

2| XL: WS liudidn yike gichudng. I get up at 6:15. After get-

| 0Ichudng yThou niinshu. Wd ting up, I study. I first
xiZn nian sh&ngci zai nian study the vocabulary, then
kéwén. study the lesson.

3l LZ: NImen jidi3n shangkg, What time do you go to class,
j¥didn xiake? (and) what time do you get out

of class?

4| XL: Z¥oshang badidn shangkeé, I go to class at eight o'clock
xiawl s&n diXnban xiake. in the morning, (and) get out
WS cha shif&n badidn g&n wd- of class at 3:30 in the after-
de téngxué yigl zdudao jiao- noon. At ten minutes before
shi qu. eight I walk to the classroom

together with my classmate(s).

Notes:

1. Mé&itian zdoshang shangk® yIgidn, "every morning before going
to class,” is a Time When expression including three elements:
(1) mditi%n "every day," (2) zdoshang "morning," and (3) shangkeé
yigidn "before going to class."

Shangk® yIgi&n "before going to class" is a new grammatical
feature in this lesson. It is called Specific Relative Time and
is usually joined with another action. Other examples:

chifan yiqidn before eating a meal
mAishi yIqgidn before buying a book
h&jil yIqidn before drinking

If there'is a Time Word before the word yIgidn, then the -
meaning becomes "... ago." Examples:

sannidn yIqgiédn three years ago
liZnggeyue yIgidn two months ago
wiitidn yIqgidn five days ago
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NI d%u zud xi& shénme? "What all do you do?" The adverb ddu
"all" refers to the things (plural) you do every morning. Xi&
"several" indicates plurality in nature, and it does not need a
measure to follow it.

2. Time When by the clock. Litdidn yike "at 6:15" is a pattern
which can be used as an MA. Examples:

WS liudidn yike gichudng. I get up at 6:15.
Libdidn yfké wd gIchuédng. I get up at 6:15.

QIchudng yIhdu nianshl "After getting up, I study." This is
another example of specific relative time with another action
(see yIgidn "before," Note 1). Examples:

chifan yThdu h&jili drink after eating
h&jili yThdu kanbao read the newspaper after drink-
ing

3. NImen jIdi3in shangk2?, "What time do you go to class?" This
is a typical way to ask a Time When by the Clock question.

4. Telling Time. SAndidnban, "3:30" and chi shifa&n badiiZn "ten
minutes before eight" are used for telling time. Also gud "past"
is often used in telling time as in sididn qud wifén, "five min-
utes past four."™ Examples:

qidiin gud yikeé OR a quarter after seven
qidi&n gud shiwlifén zhong

qidiénbén (zhong) OR seven thirty
qididn (gud) s&nshifén (zhdng)

jildidn (gud) sishier- forty-two minutes past nine
f&n (zhdng) ’

cha yikeé shiyidi&Zn OR a quarter to eleven
shididn sanke OR
shidi&n sishiwiifén

shiyididn (gud) bafén eight minutes past eleven
WS chd shifén badidn gén wdde téngxué yiql zdudio jiaoshi "At

ten minutes before eight I walk to the classroom together with my
classmate(s)." There are two usages here of old vocabulary:

(1) ... g&n ... yigl "together with." Examples:

WS gén ta yiql chifan. I eat together with her.
Tad gén WAng Danidn yi- He studies together with Daniel
gl nianshi. Wang.
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(2) ... z8udado ... Dao here is a verbal suffix. Examples:

Women niandao Dishisi- We have studied to Lesson 14.

ke le.
Tamen zdudao chéngli-
tou glule.

They (have) walked into the
city.

Frame 2

ydu zhdng ba?

6| XL: DBu ySu. MEige xuésheng
y& ddu ydu bido.

7l LZ: L3osht z&nme jiZo nImen
xIn ke&?

8| XL: Ta diyitian xiawil xidn
g&i wdmen jidng(ji&) yilfd,
diertidn g&n disantidn wo-
men liadnxi huihud g&n fayin.

9| LZ: L¥oshl shénme shihdu
g&i niImen k3oshi?

10| XL: M3itiZn dinjié k& ydu
céyan; k3oshi shi zai 4is&n-
tian dist jié.

5 LZ: NiImen m8ige ji&oshi ddu

Each of your classrooms has a
clock, I presume.

They all do. Each student also
has a watch.

How does the teacher introduce
(Lit: teach) the new lesson to
you?

On the afternoon of the first
day he first explains the gram-
mar to us. Then, on the second|
and third days we practice con-
versation and pronunciation.

When does the teacher give you
a test?

In the first period of every
day there is a quiz; tests are
given during the fourth period
of the third day.

Notes:

7 LiIoshI z&nme jido nImen xin k&? "How does the teacher intro-

duce the new lesson to you?"

This question contains an old VO

pattern with jifo "to teach" (a contraction of jidoshu) and k&

"lesson."

K¢ is modified by xin "new".

8 DixItian xiawli "the afternoon of the first day" diértidn gé&n

disdantidn "on the second and third days."

sions, di- means "the."

In these two expres-

10 Diyijié "the first period" and disijié "the fourth period"”

are also Time When patterns with di- "the."

diyitiZin shangwl diérjié

Examples:

the second period in the
morning of the first day
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the first period in the after-
noon of the third day

Frame 3

LZ: Xiawl diyijié shi jIdiin

dao jidiin?

XL: Shiérdidnban dao_ytdiin
eérshifesn. 32ai zhe yijise,
women xué xi& Hanzi.

LZ: Hanzi hé&n ndnxué ba.

XL: YIqgidn wd juéde h&n ndn,
xianzai batai ndn le.

LZ: YIhdu nI jil hui juéde
h&n réngyi le. Winshang
nimen y& ySu k& ma?

XL: MéiySu. Ydu(de) shihou
Liosht 14i fid3do wdmen.

LZ: L3aosht z&nme fiidXo nImen?

XL: WOmen ydu wenti de shihou

tZ huidd wdmende wenti.

The first period in the after-
noon is from what time to what
time?

(From) 12:30 to 1:20. During
this first period we practice
(Lit: study) writing Chinese
characters.

I suppose Chinese characters
are very hard to learn.

Previously I thought it was
very hard; now it is not too
hard.

Later on you will think that
it is very easy. Do you also
have classes in the evening?

No. Sometimes the teacher
comes to coach (tutor) us.

How does the teacher tutor you?

When we have questions, the
teacher answers our questions.

Notes:

11 Xiawl diyijié
afternoon is from
Chinese word céng

12

shi jIdidn d3o jIdidn? "The first period in the

"from"
(céng) badidn dao jitdidn

Xué xi& Hanzi

xXué Xi& Hanzi

v 0
xi& Hanzi
v 0

what time to what time?"
is omitted.
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13 Hanzi h&n ndnxué ba? "I suppose Chinese characters are very
hard to learn.” Here nidn "hard (difficult)" is used as an adverb
to modify the verb. There are three such very common adverbs,
hio "good," "easy," ndn "hard (difficult),” and réngyi "easy."
Examples of these adverbs with the verbs they modify:

h3okan pretty, handsome, good-looking
beautiful

nédnkan ugly, bad looking, hard to read

réngyi kan | easy to read, easy to look at

h3ochi delicious, good, easy to eat

Eégchf tastes bad, unpalatable, hard
to eat

réngyi chi easy to eat

h3ozud easy to make, easy to do

nanzud hard to make, hard to do

réngyi zud easy to make, easy to do

14/15 General Relative Time. YIgidn "formerly (previously)" and
yIhdu "later on," "afterwards" refer to General Relative Time.
YIgidn is the same as cénggidn "formerly." Examples:

YYqgidn (cénggidn) wd Formerly I was in Texas.
zai Dézhou.

Xianzai wd zai Jidzhdu. At present I am in California.
YThdu dao n3r gu, wd Later on, where I will go I
blizhidao. don't know.

16 Ydu(de) shihou "sometimes." This extremely useful expression
behaves like an MA. Examples:

YSude shihdu wd méiyou Sometimes I have no money.

gidn.

D&ngxi ydude shihou Things are sometimes inexpen-
pidnyi, ySude shihou sive, sometimes expensive.
gui .

18 wWdmen ydu wénti de shihou.... "When we have questions..Q."
Here ...de shihou is used to complete the Specific Relative Time
with an action. Examples:

chifan de shihou when eating
shuShua de shihou when talking
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In summafy: Relative Time
(1) General Relative Time:

YIqidn/Céngqgidn ... formerly, previously ...
Xianzai ... now, at present ...
Yihdu ... - later on, afterwards

(2) Specific Relative Time:

esos yIgidn before ... (... ago)
... de shihdu when ...
«s. yIhdu after ...
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